Greece drops threat to expel Syrian 

ATHENS (R) Greece dropped a threat to expel a Syrian 
dipta««t Monday after * received as apfevaatwa fren, D»*iasaB 
abort c ommon s be made on potties! violence. Greece bad 
recetodassnrances from Syria that the controversy over a tetter to 
a Greek newspaper by its economic counsellor Mohammad A1 

SL! rC8a “ 8 P***™* wror, government spokesman 
By«« Polydonts said. “Tie Greek government considers ftfy 
to J* “tisfeetary and consUen the matter dosed ” 
he aided. Sayed, ported in atfaens since 1976, wrote the letter to 

^■SrSE ' m r re9 ° n ^ be was Involved in 

gwniBa activity. In the letter he said he was “a and a 

*!^ k>ra ^ ,an ^S,“ abl,,aay 1 *° “* ******* reject aU forms of 
violence in poBtical activity.” 
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Kuwait’s etections expected in June 

KUWAIT (R) Elections for a new parliament in Kuwait are 
ex p ecte d to be held in June, Crown Prince and Prime Minister 
Sbdkb Saad A1 Abdullah Al Sabbah said Monday. Briefing local 
editors on Sunday’s emiri decree reviving the national assembly, 
Sh eikh Saad said in reply to a question: “I cannot now set an 
election day, but I can determine the month. My expectations are 
an emiri decree will provide for voting to take place in the second 
or third week of June. A month after the elections, the first 
parliamentary session will be held.” The emir, Sbeikh Jaber Al 
Ahmad Al Sabah, who dissolved the previous parliament in 1986, 
said Sunday a new assembly would be set np in response to popular 
demand for the restoration of representative government (See page 
2 ). 
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Arafat seeks 
support for summit 

KUWAIT (R) — Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Ar afat arrived 
ip Kuwait Monday to seek sup- 
port for an Arab summit to dis- 
cuss Soviet Jewish emigration to 
2 ssel. Palestinian officials said 
Arafat also held talks with the 
emir, Sbeikh Jaber Al Ahmad 
Al Sabah, on the Palestinian up- 
rising. Kuwaiti Crown Prince 
Shakh Saad Al Abdullah Al 
Sabah said last night Kuwait 
backed a PLO cal! for an Arab 
League summit. Arafat arrived 
from Saudi Arabia, where he met 
King Fahd Sunday night in Mecca 
after performing a minor pilgrim- 
age. 

Turkey explains 
AWACS flight 

ANKARA (R) — Turkey said a 
recent flight by an American 
AWACS jet, which Iraq alleged 
was dose to its border, was in fact 
a NATO flight over Turkish terri- 
tory hundreds of kilometres from 
die frontier. The Iraqi Foreign 
Ministry summoned the U.S. 
charge d'affaires in Baghdad last 
Saturday to explain a flight by a 
U.S. AWACS (airborne warning 
and control system) plane. ‘The 
flight mentioned by Iraq was by an 
AWACS plane of the NATO 
alliance and was made 300 
kilometres from Iraq's borders,'* 

* acting Foreign Ministry's spokes- 
man Ferhai Ataman said. He said 
the flight was routine. ‘There is 
no aspect of the flight which 
should disturb the Iraqi author- 
ities,'' Ataman said. The Iraqi 
News Agency (INA) said Apirl 
21 that the plane flew for seven 
horns in Turkish airspace close to 
the Iraqi frontier. 

Namibia becomes . 
168th U.N. member 

UNTIED NATIONS (R) — The 
fledgbng nation of Namibia was 
admitted to the United Nations 
by acclamation Monday as its 
160th member, a month after 
i attaining independence from 
South Africa. The Namibian de- 
legation received a tumultuous 
ovation as a delegation led by 
Prime Minister Hage Geingob 
took its seat in the gold and blue 
General Assembly hall. Namibia 
became independent March 21 
after years of struggle against 
South African rule and a vear- 
loog operation by thousands of 
U.N. troops and civilians to 
monitor the territory's transition 
to statehood. 

IS killed in rocket 
barrage on Kabul 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Nineteen 
people were killed and 11 wound- 
ed when guerrillas fighting the 
Soviet-backed Afghan govern- 
ment fired rockets into Kabul 
Monday, Kabul Radio said. One 

• of four surface-to-surface missiles 
1 fired by rebels landed near Haji 

Yaqnb mosque in central Kabul 
tilling 13 people, the official 
broadcast, monitored in Islama- 
bad said. Three people were kil- 
ted in a house hit by a rocket and 
&ree more died elsewhere in the 
capital 

U* denies visa 
to PFLP official 

TUNIS (R) — The Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP) said Monday the United 
States had denied one of its lead- 
.Bs a visa to attend meetings of 
United Nations General 
Assembly in New York. A PFLP 
Satetnent said Taysir Qubaa, a 
BJember of the PFLP political 
bureau, was to have gone to New 
York as part of the Palestinian 
delegation. It did not say where 
be applied for a visa or when the 
Untied States refused to issue 
one. 

7 killed in 

Israeli air collision 

TEL AVIV (R) — Seven Israeli 
»Wiers were killed when two 
military helicopters collided in 
mid-air during training over the 
occupied West Bank Sunday 
sight, the army said Monday. 
The U.S.-made Sikorsky CH -53 
transport helicopters crashed in 
darkness at 9:40 p-m- 0840 
GMT) Sunday night but military 
censors withheld news of the acci- 
dent -until Monday. It was the 
w 0t8t Israeli air accident since 
p77> when 54 soldiers were kil- 
ted in a helicopter crash. 


Jordan urges change in 
ACC approach to oil 


Two boys 
shot dead 
in Gaza, 
Hebron 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Two Pales tinian 
boys shot by Israeli soldiers in the 
occupied territories died of their 
wounds Monday, Israeli and 
Palestinian sources said. 

Soldiers shot and injured Musa 
Al Alani, 14, in the West Bank i 
village of Beit Ummar near Heb- 
ron Sunday evening and he died 
in a Jerusalem hospital of 1 
wounds, the sources told Rea- < 
ters. 

The second boy, 10-year-old ' 
Yousef Kishawi, was shot in the ! 
head by Israeli troops at Shati 
refugee camp in the occupied 
Gaza Strip. He died in an Israeli 
hospital Monday, military 
sources said. 

Hours after the dashes be- 
tween troops and Palestinians in 
Beit U mmar Sunday when Alani 
was wounded, unidentified 
assailants near the village opened 
fire on an Israeli bus and wound- 
ed one passenger in the thigh. 

Security forces imposed a cur- 
few on the area of Beit Ummar 
and were searching for the 
assailants. 

On Sunday 20 Palestinians 
were injured in clashes with 
Israeli troops in the Gaza Strip. 

In Arab- J erusalem, merchants 
opened their shops Monday after 
Palestinian activists cancelled 
strike calls by the United Nation- 
al Leadership of the Uprising. 

A strike to show Christian- 
Muslim solidarity was called for 
Sunday in the wake of a recent 
move by Jews to set up a settle- 
ment in the Christian quarter of 
Jerusalem’s Old City. A second 
day of strikes was called for Mon- 
day in support of “liberated” 
villages. 

The two-day strike order, con- 
tained in the latest unified lead- 
ership leaflet, has angered many 
Palestinians because it comes in 
the middle of the shopping period 
before the three-day ‘Eid Al Frtr 
holiday later this week. 

On Sunday, activists in the 
West Bank towns of Nablus, Tul- 
karem and Qalqiliya issued coun- 
ter leaflets cancelling the strike 
order, and Jerusalem joined 
Monday. The strikes were 
observed elsewhere in the West 
Bank and in the Gaza Strip. 

It was the first time since the 
start of the uprising in December 
1987 that local activists have dis- 
obyed closure calls by their 
underground leaders. 


By Safameti B. Ne’matt 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The oQ and energy 
ministers of Jordan, Egypt, Iraq and 
North Yemen opened a meeting here 
Monday and called for a better ex- 
ploitation of oil and gas resources in 
the service of Arab strategic interests 
and national security in the face of 
international challenges. 

Jordan's Energy and Mineral Re- 
sources Minister Thabet Taher told 
the meeting that the four member 
states of the Arab Cooperation Coun- 
cil (ACC) need to change their con- 
cept of dealing with oil and gas 
resources as only a material for ex- 
port and to link such resources to 
economic development. 

“We must deal with the issue of 
energy as a matter of long-term 
strategic security and economic de- 
velopment instead of dealing with it 
on a daily baas,' 1 Taher said. 

He said the prevailing international 
political climate “reveals dearly, 
more thaw ever, that the Arab Na- 
tion, as a group or individual states, 
lives a state of confrontation In aO 
aspects.” He added that these chal- 
lenges “cannot be confronted except 
through a unified strategic 
framework, which requires more 
coordination and cooperation among 
Arab states on the production level.” 

Iraqi Oil Minister Issam Chalabi 
said the Amman meeting carried 


more importance because “it is held 
at a time when the vicious campaign 
against Iraq, launched by Israel and 
the imperialist powers led by the U.S. 
and Britain.” 

He said that “this unjust campaign 
calls on us for more caution and 
solidarity, towards building an inde- 
pendent oil and energy industry, and 
to direct our efforts to realise our 
potentials by the optimum use of our 
resources.” 

Taher noted in his speech that 
despite the fact that the Arab states 
possess 60 per cent of the world's ofl 
reserves and 22 per cent of gas re- 
serves, consumption in the Arab 
World amounts to four per cent of 
world consumption, while the Arab 
population is two per cent of the 
world population. 

He pointed out that Arab states 
possess only a small percentage of 
world reserves of commercial energy 
in which gas and oil represent only 15 
per cent. 

“This means that continuing world 
dependence on these mam resources 
(oil and gas) will lead to the depletion 
of oil and then gas, which will make 
Arab states, whose exports represent 
54 per cent of world exports, and less 
of gas, within 40 years, importers of 
energy," Taber said. 

He warned that “if we looked at 
energy consumption in Arab states 
between 1984 and 1988. we would 
find that it increased with an 
rate of S.4 per cent despite the econo- 


mic slowdown witnessed in the re- 
gion." 

He said this percentage was re- 
latively very high compared with con- 
sumption rates in developing coun- 
tries which range around 3 "5 per oent. 

He explained that production 
chances available for the Arabs are 
leas than fifth of the chances available 
for people in industrial states. 

ACC Assistant Secretary General 
Hfsham Hassan Tawfiq said in an 
open speech earlier that cooperation 
among member states “has positive 
implications on solidifying national 
security of these states as well as 
serving the Arab Nation's national 
security in general.” 

Tawfiq said that the council's poli- 
tical and security achievements in the 
first year “are no less important than 
achievements in the economic field.” 
He pointed out to solidarity ex- 
pressed by member states vis-a-vis the 
Western media campaign against Iraq 
in the last few weeks. 

Taher urged the o3 ministers to 
“recognise the imp ort an ce of the con- 
cept of production and economic in- 
frastructure by Knifing thww thro ugh 
institutions with cooperation tow a rds 
Arab economic integration, on the 
level of ACC states as well as on the 
co mp rehensive Arab level.” 

The minister called for the estab- 
lishment of a unified Arab energy 
market to operate first at the level of 

(Continued on page 5) 


Reformists set up ‘democratic 
bloc 9 in federation of unions 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The formation of a 
“reformist” bloc within the Fed- 
eration of Jordanian Labour Un-' 
tons (FJLU) was announced 
Monday afternoon subsequent to 
the withdrawal Sunday of 10 
member unions from die 217- 
member organisation's election 
of its executive committee. 

The birth of the Democratic 
Unionist Bloc was announced by 
Haidar Rashid, president of the 
Banking, Insurance and Account- 
ing Employees Association, at its 
headquarters in Jabal Hussein 
Monday afternoon. 

“We are forming tins bloc in 
protest the excesses and viola- 
tions of the statutes of the federa- 
tion by die executive committee 
and its encroachment on the 
authority of the 95-member cen- 
tral council,” Rashid told union 
members and journalists attend- 
ing the press conference. 

Rashid contended that the 14- 
member executive committee and 
the make-up of the central coun- 
cil were “unrepresentative” of 
Jordanian workers and that the 


course of action that the present 
executive committee plans to 
take does not reflect the “will of 
the Jordanian workers.” 

Rashid said that a 10-member 
committee, representing the 10 
unions that refirsed to take part in 
Sunday night’s elections, would 
lead the bloc in the federation's 
discussions and deliberations. He 
named himself and Khalil Abu 
Khurma, president of the Public 
Services Union, as president and 
vice president of the bloc. The 
other eight members all currently 
bold the post of president of their 
respective unions. 

A memorandum announcing 
the formation of the bloc outlined 
the bloc’s main demands for 
change and reform in the FJLU. 

The memo: 

— Contested the legality of the 
present executive committee and 
declared all decisions taken by it 
as null and void; 

— Called for freezing the mem- 
bership of the present leadership 
of the federation in all local, 
pan-Arab and international orga- 
nisations and forums; 

— Called for freezing all funds 
of the federation because the bloc 


is contesting the committee’s 
handling of its finances; 

■ — Called for an immediate 
investigation Into the committee's 
dealings, financial and otherwise. 

— Called on the members of 
the federation who have not 
violated the labour law to serve as 
a caretaker committee which 
would supervise and monitor the 
‘ transitional” period pending re- 
form. 

The bloc also announced that it 
was not the equivalent of a “dis- 
senting” movement and “does 
not reflect differences in political 
currents within the federation or 
unions.” 

“We are concerned with princi- 
ples not politics,” said Rashid. 
“Incorrect and irresponsible 
practices and excesses have char- 
acterised this federation for too 
long. It must now live up to the 
democratic standards being set in 
the rest of the country and shape 
up,” he added. 

The federation was formed in 
1952 and grew to represent up to 
22 labour and trade unions in 
Jordan by 1976. A change in the 

( Co n fin e d on page 5) 


Swiss hostages to be released soon 


SIDON, Lebanon (Agencies) — 
A Sunni Muslim militia leader 
said Monday two kidnapped 
Swiss relief workers working for 
the International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC) would be 
freed soon. 

“This crisis will end in the 
nearest future,” Mustapha Saad, 
the chief of the Popular Libera- 
tion Army (FLA) which controls 
the southern dty of Sidon told 
Visnews television news agency. 

He said they could be freed by 
the first day of the ‘Ed Al Fitr. 

The two are believed held by 
Palestinians belonging to the 
Fateh Revolutionary Council 
(FRC), led by Abu Nidal. The 
group has denied any links with 


hostage-taking. 

U.S. hostage Robert Polhill 
was freed by his Lebanese kid- 
nappers in Beirut Sunday and 
more than three years in captivity 
(see page 2). 

The two Swiss, Emmanuel 
Christen and Elio Erriquez, were 
abducted Oct. 6, 1989 from out- 
side a eHnif! in South Lebanon 
where they fitted artificial limbs 
to civil war victims. 

The White House meanwhile 
reiterated Monday it would not 
deal for hostages’ freedom and 
said improved relations with Iran 
depended on the unconditional 
freeing of all Americans held in 
Lebanon. 

White House spokesman Mar- 


lin Fitzwater refused to speculate 
on a posable U.S. reaction but 
repeated the poKcy stated by 
President George Bush. 

“We are not going to trade for. 
hostages, however, or make 
deals,” the spokesmn said. We 
do not know what was the specific 
motivation for the release. We 
have always believed that Iran 
has control or at least influence 
over the hostage holders. 

“Iran has been supportive of 
Mr. Pothfll's release. We appreci- 
ate that.” 

Israeli officials on Monday 
gave no indication if Israel would 
comply with Iranian demands to 
free a kidnapped Lebanese 
clergyman to encourage further 


releases of Western hostages. 

But sources dose to the Israeli- 
backed South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) said militia chief An tome 
Lahad would decide Tuesday 
whether to free some of his 300 
prisoners for ‘Eid Al Fitr. 

Release of the mostly Muslim 
inmates from the Al Khiam pris- 
on just north of Israel's border 
could be interpreted as a goodwill 
gesture by the pro-Iranian radic- 
als holding Western hostages and 
three Israeli soldiers in Lebanon. 

Earlier in the day, Israel Radio 
quoted the SLA as saying it had 
no intention of freeing prisoners 
in response to the release of the 
American hostage. 


Blockade threatens Lithuanian refinery 


VILNIUS (Agencies) — 
Lithuania's only oil refinery be- 
gan dosing down Monday due to 
lack of supplis five days after 
Moscow cut back deliveries of 
key goods to the breakaway re- 
public, a spokesman al the plant 

said. ... . 

“They started shutting down 
the refinery at 1200 (0900 GMT), 
said the spokesman at the 
Mazetidai installation in northern 
Lithuania, near the Latvian bor- 
der. 

Oil supplies to the refinery 
were cot as part of Kremlin 
moves to force the Lithuanian 
parliament to abandon its March 
11 declaration of independence 
and a series of laws reinforcing it. 

The spokesman said supplies of 
other materials for repair work 


had also been affected. It was up 
to the government, he said, to 
dedde the fate of the plant’s 
3,000 workers. 

The most visible sign in Vil- 
mos, the Lithuanian capital, of 
Moscow’s economic siege was a 
noticeable drop in traffic. Motor- 
ists have been rationed to just 30 
litres (eight gallons) of petrol a 
month. 

Many Lithuanian factories are 
expected to start dosing and to 
lay off workers in the next few 
days as curbs on supplies of raw 
materials begin to bite. 

Lithuania’s president said that 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev could jeopardise his poli- 
tical reforms by not ruling out the 
use of Soviet troops in the seces- 
sionist republic. 


Vytautas Landsbergb, the re- 
public’s president, also asked the 
Lithuanian parliament, the sup- 
reme council, to draw up 
emergency plans to deal with the 
mass layoffs expeetd in the repub- 
lic. 

Vilnius’ main thoroughfare, 
Gedimma street, was pratically 
devoid of motor vehicles Monday 
as Lithuanians struggled with 
gasoline rationing that limits 
them to just 30 litres (about seven 
gallons) per month for private . 
cars. Bus service among cities 
also was reduced sharply. 

The Baltic republic’s govern- 
ment has urged all citizens to 
begin conserving everything. 

Lithuania and its Baltic neigh- 
bours, Latvia and Estonia, are 
trying to restore the independ- 


ence they lost in 1940 when they 
were forcibly annexed by the 
Soviet union. Estonia has drop- 
ped enforcement of the Soviet 
constitution, and Latvia is ex- 
pected to declare its independ- 
ence on May 3. 

The British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration quoted Gorbachev’s 
senior military adviser. Marshal 
Sergei Akhromeyev, as saying 
the Red Army would not hesitate 
to use force to crush illegal pro- 
tests in Lithuania. 

“If the Lithuanian separatists 

break the law, then .we will take 
measures to enforce the law. I am 
not afraid of using force if neces- 
sary,” he said in an interview for 
broadcast on the BBC-TVs 
“Panorama” programme. 


Bush invites 
King to visit 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein received 
Monday a telephone call from 
U.S. President George Bush in 
which the two leaders ex- 
changed views on a number of 
issues, particularly the Middle 
East problem and other issues 
in the region. President Bush 
extended an invitation to His 
Majesty to visit Washington 
while attending the next ses- 
sion of the United Nations 
General Assembly. 



Bush also congratulated the 
King on *Eid Al Fitr feast. The 
King congratulated Bush on 



Easter and on the release of 
American hostage Robert 
Polhill in Lebanon. 


Churches in Holy Land to 
close to protest at settlers 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — The major Christ- 
ian shrines of the Holy Land will 
close for day and ring a funeral 
toll from their belltowers to pro- 
test a Israeli government-funded 
Jewish settlement in the Old Ci- 
ty's Christian quarters, church 
leaders said Monday. 

The announcement by the 
leaders of 10 religions in the Holy 
Land came a day after the Israeli 
government confirmed it secretly 
put up $1.8 million to help fi- 
nance the settlement of ISO Jews 
near the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre. 

The church leaders, who held a 
news conference to announce the 
protest scheduled for Friday, said 
Israeli government support for 
the settlement “endangers the 
survival of all Christian communi- 
ties in the Holy City.” 

“We demand respect of the 
privileges and rights which the 
Christians have in die Holy 
Land,” Greek Orthodox Pat- 
riarch Diodorus I told the news 
conference. 

Friday’s protest will be the first 
time that all Christian holy places 
dose, said the Rt. Rev. Samir 
Kafiti, Anglican bishop of Jeru- 
salem. The church leaders in- 
cluded Roman Catholic, Coptic 
and Lutheran officials. 

Among the Christian sites to be 
dosed are Jerusalem’s Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre, Bethlehem's 
Church of the Nativity and the 

Aoun 
extends 
hand to 
Syria 

BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon’s de- 
fiant Christian General Michel 
Aoun extended a conciliatory 
hand to Syria Monday and said he 
was preparing to crash his rivals 
in a bitter battle for control of 
east Beirut. 

“Our hands are always and 
under all circumstances stretched 
for negotiations with Syria within 
the common interest and brother- 
ly relations between Lebanon and 
Syria,” Aoun told a news confer- 
ence at his headquarters in the 
suburb of Baabda. 

In west Beirut, meanwhile, the 
bead of the Syrian-backed Amal 
militia announced a unilateral 
ceasefire in the inter-Shi’ite war 
with the pro-Iranian Hizbollah 
(Party of God). 

Aoun, who last year launched 
an unsuccessful six-month “war 
of liberation” against the 40,000 
Syrian troops in Lebanon, has 
rejected the authority of interna- 
tionally recognised President 
Elias Hrawi, saying Hrawi is a 
Syrian poppet. 

The general's 15,000 troops are 
locked in a three- month -old con- 
flict for dominance in Lebanon’s 
Christian enclave with Samir 
Geagea’s 10,000-strong Lebanese 
Forces (LF) militia. 

At his news conference, Aoun 
said the confrontation in the 
Christian enclave would soon be 
settled. 

“I have promised the people 
some surprises and they should 
monitor die situation on the 
ground,” he said. “The issue 
should be settled... all means to 
settle it are available.” 

The 54-year-old general re- 
fused to give farther details. 


Church of the Annunciation in 
Nazareth. 

The Isaeli bailiff's office gave 
Jewish settlers occupying the 
compound 48 hours' notice of 
eviction Monday. 

Police sources said the order 
was issued at the request of the 
Greek Orthodox Church, which 
owns St. John's Hospice. 

However they said the settlers 
could appeal and were unlikely to 
be evicted rapidly. 

The settlement of Jews in a 
compound owned by the Greek 
Orthodox Church April 11 has set 
off angry demonstrations by 
Christian clerics and Palestinians, 
both Christian and Muslim. 

Palestinian Christians com- 
plained that the settlers’ move 
threatened the traditional separa- 
tion of the Christian, Muslim and 
Jewish quarters of the Old City. 

The Greek Church, which says 
a former tenant illegally leased 
the compound, got an order to 
have the Jews evicted. The sup- 
reme court will hold a second 
session on an appeal of the order 
Thursday. 

The Israeli government ack- 
nowledgement that it helped fi- 
nance the settlement was the first 
confirmation of official involve- 
ment in purchasing Arab proper- 
ty in Jerusalem's Old City. 

The move came amid a spate of 
settlement building, including 
Monday's setting up of mobile 
homes at Dugit, a new settlement 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — Israel's 
Labour Party said it had virtually 
lost hope of forming a govern- 
ment after a key religious faction 
sided with right-wing Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir. 

“Probably we wouldn't have 
the ability to form a coalition,” 
Labour negotiator Mosbe Shahal 
told reporters Monday in the 
gloomiest assessment to date. 

He said party leader Shimon 
Peres might notify President 
Chaim Herzog Tuesday or 
Wednesday that Labour was un- 
able to find a majority in the 
120-seat parliament. 

Peres’ mandate to form a gov- 
ernment expires Thursday and 
Herzog is then expected to ask 
Shamir to try. 

The religious Sbas party, with 
five seats in parliament, said Sun- 
day it would back a government 
led by Shamir’s Likud Party after 
the prime minister pledged to 
work towards Palestinian elec- 
tions in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip- 

However aides stressed Shamir 
made no comment to accept U.S. 
proposals for Israeli- Palestinian 
peace talks in Cairo — the issue 
that broke up his “national unity” 
government in March. 

They said Shamir, caretaker 
prime minister after losing a par- 
liamentary vote of confidence 
March 15, would try to form a 
narrow Likud-led coalition and 
then offer Labour seats in a re- 
newed “national unity” govern- 
ment on his own terms. 

Peres said Labour would not 
join such a cabinet unless it 
accepted U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker's peace proposals. 

“I think the situation now 
shows Likud had the majority to 
form a government and I hope we 
will succeed as soon as Mr. Sha- 
mir is appointed to the task,” 
Likud Environment Minister 
Roni Milo told Israel Radio. 

Both Shamir and Peres have 


in the occupied Gaza Strip. The 
government has also authorised 
expansion of settlement in the 
occuped West Bank. 

The government money for the 
Old City settlement was funnel- 
led to Panamanian company cal- 
led SBC that rented the buildings 
to the settlers. 

A statement signed by the 
church leaders said the settlement 
and police guards around it pro- 
vokes violence. They said that 
“freedom of access to the Holy 
Sepulchre and freedom of wor- 
ship within it have been 
threatened" 

The Christian leaders said the 
church will hold the protest re- 
gardless of the decision by the 
supreme court. 

The church closure will be in 
effect between 9 a.m. i0900 
GMT) Friday and an unspecified 
time Saturday, and church bells 
will toll on the hour from 9 a.m. 
until noon Friday. But both 
Diodorus I and Kafiti said (he 
closure may be longer than 
announced. 

An Israeli legislator who ex- 
posed the secret financing has 
demanded that the money be 
recovered. 

Yossi Sand of the opposition 
Citziens Rights Movement 
appealed to Israel's attorney 
general and state comptroller “to 
see to it that the money is re- 
turned to the state treasury as 
soon as possible.” 


been courting the Shas (Sephar- 
dic Torah Guardians) party 
which holds five seats in the 
120-member parliament. Shas' 
decision to back Shamir Sunday 
gives him 60 votes, enough to 
block the approval of any govern- 
ment Pers presents. 

Peres, however, did not rule 
out his chances of forming a 
coalition before the deadline. 

“I have five more days. We are 
so used to upheavals if five days. 
Wait and see," he said on army 
radio. 

Prior to the decision of the 
Shas Torah sages, Shamir met 
with its spiritual leader Rabbi 
Ovaida Yosef to clarify his stance 
on the peace process, Israel TV 
reported. 

Interior Minister Aryeh Deeri 
of Shas said Shamir had pre- 
sented Yosef with a formula that 
had satisfied the rabbi’s desire for 
advancing the peace process with- 
out giving Baker a positive 
answer. 

“Who said that Yes’ to Baker 
was the absolute way to advance 
the peace process? There are 
other ways to advance the peace 
process," he said on Israel TV. 

Speaking after the meeting of 
the Torah sages, Deeri said they 
had been authorised to meet with 
Likud officials to -work out of a 
formal agreement for supporting 
a Shamir-led coalition. 

“Rabbi Yosef and the Torah 
sages were conviced by the prime 
minister's desire and by his une- 
quivocal announcement that he 
will not retreat from the govern- 
ment's peace initiative and his 
desire to reach peace with our 
neighbours,” Deeri said. 

Shamir aide Yossi Achimeir 
denied Shamir said anything new 
to Yosef. 

“We simply restated his posi- 
tions that he has said in public on 
the government’s peace process,” 
Adumeir said. 


Labour loses hope 
of forming coalition 


i 
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Coup crushed in Sudan 


KHARTOUM (AP) — Sudan’s military strongman 
announced that loyalist forces crushed an attempted 
coup by active-duty and retired military officers 
early Monday, the second reported attempt in a 
month to oast the year-old junta. 

Informed sources in Khartoum condition they not be further 
said the army appeared to have identified, said the action began 
bad little trouble putting down a at midnight (2200 GMT Sunday), 
series of attacks by junior army The coupmakers tried to take 
officers. over Khartoum airport and Radio 

Gen. Omar Hassan A1 Bashir Omdurman, the government's 
told his people of the episode in a official radio station, but were 
speech broadcast at midday over quickly overpowered and 
Radio Omdurman, the govern- arrested, the sources said, 
menfs official station. They said several officers also 

He said loyalists had arrested tried to shoot their way into the 

the insurgents and restored the downtown headquarters of the 

government's control. He did not Armed Forces General Corn- 

say how many were in custody or mand, apparently hi search of 

give any casualty figures. Bashir. They could not get 

“All those involved, in the through the front gate, 
attempt have been arrested. A guard at the General Com- 
those who are in active service mand was wounded in the hand, 

and those who are retired," the source said, but there was no 

Bashir said. further word on casualties. 

Sounding calm, the junta lead- Khartoum airport was closed 
er said his government had had briefly and telecommunications 
the plotters under surveillance were cut for several hours. But by 
from the takeover's inception. He midmoming, life was normal in 
said without elaboration that the Khartoum, although rumours 
abortive coup was masterminded were spreading of trouble during 
by “the alliance in coalition with the night 
the outlaws." “It was an attempted coup 

"The alliance” could have been around midnight by a small num- 
a reference to political parties ber of very low-level officers," 
Bashir disbanded after taking said a source who said he was told 
power last June 30. Government of the abortive coup by people at 
spokesman often use “outlaws" the General Command, 
to refer to the rebel Sudan Peo- 'They tried to take over the 
pie’s Liberation Army (SPLA) airport and the radio in a rather 
which began in 1983 a rebellion pathetic way and were very tm- 
for autonomy in the three regions successful." 
of southern Sudan. Tanks were seen on vital 

The sources, who spoke on bridges and around the General 


Command. Guards were folly 
armed, and the army was said to 
be on frill alert. But in general 
security was not increased on die 
streets of the capital. 

The number of arrests was not 
immediately known. 

Egypt's Middle East News 
Agency reported that the army- 
planned to issue a statement on 
the accident. 

In a dispatch from Khartoum, 
the agency said the coup involved 
junior officers but was master- 
minded by some retired officers. 
It did not identify those involved. 

The agency said the govern- 
ment shut down Khartoum air- 
port and cut communications 
with the outside at 4:30 a.m. 
(0230 GMT) Monday, apparently 
because of the attempt. The air- 
port was reopened and com- 
munications resumed at 7 a.m. 
(0500 GMT), it said. 

It quoted a source at the 
General Command as saying: 
“The situation has been brought 
under control." 

The agency said Bashir and 
members of his 15-man junta 
followed measures to thwart the 
takeover attempt from command 
headquarters. 

In late March, Khartoum's offi- 
cial Sudan News Agency reported 
that a number of civilians and 
military officers were arrested for 
allegedly planning a coup. 

Later, Bashir was quoted as 
saying that only 20 people were 
involved and that investigations 
were under way. 

The junta came to power last 
June 30 


Former Kuwaiti MPs reject 
offer to reopen parliament 


Afghan rebels call for 
non-party elections 


Turkish-Cypriots re-elect Denktash 


NICOSIA (R) — Rauf De- 
nktash, promising a tough line in 
unity talks with Greek Cypriots, 
romped to victory in presidential 
elections in Turkish-Cypriot held 
North Cyprus. 

Denktash, leader of the Tur- 
kish-Cypriot community for the 
last 30 years, officially won 66.7 
per cent of Sunday's vote. His 
main rival Ismail Bozkurt, accus- 
ing Denktash of failing to take 
unity talks seriously, picked up 
just 32.1 per cent 


Late Sunday Denktash said 
U.N. -sponsored talks with 
Greek-Cypriots, which broke 
down in February, could only 
resume after general elections in 
breakaway North Cyprus next 
month. 

“We are an equal people with 
the ri gh t of self-determination," 
he told thousands of cheering 
supporters in a square of divided 
Nicosia. 

Turkish President Turgut Ozal 
congratulated Denktash on his 


re-election to the presidency. 

“I sincerely congratulate your 
re-election to the presidency as a 
display of the free will of the 
Turkish people of North Cyp- 
rus ," Ozal stated in his message 
to Denktash. presidential press 
adviser Kaya Toperi said. 

“I see the confidence shown in 
yon by the Turkish Cypriot peo- 
ple as a new demonstration of the 
determination needed to create 
lasting conditions for peace and 
security on the island," Ozal said. 


MANAMA (AP) — The 
speaker and 32 former mem- 
bers of Kuwait’s dissolved par- 
liament Monday rejected a 
proposal by the Emir of 
Kuwait for reopening the 
bon&e with one third of its 
members appointed. 

In a statement telefaxed to 
Western news agencies the for- 
mer speaker, Ahmad A1 Saa- 
doun, declared in the name of 
32 other former members that 
the new proposal was unconsti- 
tutional. 

Kuwait's Emir Sheikh Jaber 
A1 Ahmad A1 Sabah, in an 
apparent bid to placate dis- 
gruntled members of the past- 
parliament dissolved in 1986, 
issued a decree Sunday night 
setting up a 75-member “tran- 
sitional” legislature. 

The decree said that 50 
members of the body, to be 
called “the National Council, ” 
would be elected by secret 
ballot, with another 25 
appointed by the government. 
There was no date set for the 
elections. 

The council would have a 
four-year term during which 
'it will appraise our parliamen- 
tary experiment and propose 
steps for our future march of 
democracy,” said the emir in a 
nation-wide radio and televi- 
sion address. 

He said the decision eman- 
ated from “my historic respon- 
sibility and keenness on the 
stability and national unity of 
oar people.” 

Pro-government newspapers 
hailed the development. 
Ahmad JaraUah, foe widely 
read editor of A1 Seysassah, 
wrote: “Kuwait’s ship... has 
now reached safely ashore. 
The captain (fid not impose a 
non-Kuwaiti formula counter 
to Kuwait’s conventions. He 
did not resort to tanks' or 
jails..." 

But some former deputies 
promptly rejected the proposal 
as an attempt to p e r pet ua te the 
suspension of Kuwait’s 2962 
constitution envisaging a 50- 



Jaber AJ Ahmad Al Sabah 

member elected legislature. 

The cons ti t uti on however, 
also allows cabinet ministers, 
not exceeding a third of the 
parliament members, to have 
voting rights daring its de- 


Saadoun’s statement said: 
“The National Council whose 
formation has been declared, 
has no place in the constitn- 
tional makeup. 

“Its continuation for four 
years is but a continuation of 
the suspension of the constitu- 
tion.” 

The activists spearheaded a 
campaign late last year for the 
restoration of the dissolved 
pariiameut. It was the only 
democratically elected body in 
the Middle East. 

The body was dissolved fol- 
lowing the sharp criticism by 
some deputies of government 

minis ter*. 

The same situation had 
pnmipted an earlier earfitCT dis- 
solution in 1976 for a four-year 
hiatus. 

Stressing commitment to 
democracy as a way of life, the 
emir ordered his Crown Prince 
and Prime Minister Sheikh 
Saad A1 Abdullah A1 Sabah in 
January to conduct a nation- 
wide dialogue on a new formu- 
la that would avoid repetition 
of the 'earlier developme n ts. 

The emir's decree came less 
than a week after Sheikh Saad 


p re sen ted to him a report on 
the outcome of his contacts 
with representatives of all sec- 
tions of Kuwaiti society, is- 
doding the 32 former activist 
deputies. 

Sheikh Jaber said the deci- 
sion to set up the new body was 
prompt e d by the “variety of 
op inions which should be cons- 
idered carefully in order to 
choose the best for our society 
while benefitting from our pre- 
vious experiments.” 

He also cited “the preserva- 
tion of national unity and re- 
pulsing any attempt to under- 
mine stabffity." Regional and 
Middle East circumstances 
“should boost our solidarity 
and collaboration so as to avert 
any sedition and its sinister 
effects which are stiO present,” 
be added. 

This was a reference to a 
spate of sabotage attacks by 
pro-Iranian groups in the 
course of the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq 
war and tension on the Arab- 
Israeti front. 

The emir insisted his deci- 
sion was “not to surmount an 
obstacle or deal with an in- 
terim attitude but rather to 
channel aD effort for bmkfing 
up a real future structure with- 
out allowing side differences to 
thwart it.” 

In the preamble to the de- 
cree he also said the decision 
was intended to avert “the 
drawbacks of the previous par- 
liamentary experiments and to 
ensure doser cooperation be- 
tween various constit u tional 
powers.” 

The decree said the 25 
appoi nt ed members would in- 
clude a number erf ministers. 

The National Council, with a 
four-year term, is to review the 
annual state budget, will be 
empowered to question the 
government and wiH control 
the state auditing system. 

The body wiO be able to 
enact legislation, bat the de- 
cree stated that “all Laws will 
not go into effect unles en- 
dorsed by the emir.” 


WIESBADEN, West Germany 
(Agencies) — American ex-hos- 
tage Robert Polhill, freed by kid- 
nappers in Beirut after more than 
three years, enojoyed his first full 
day of liberty Monday eating 
bacon and eggs and reading the 
New York Times. 

As the frail teacher was helped 
from a military transport plane at 
the U.S. Rhein-Main Airbase in 
Frankfort, hopes rose that 
another American hostage in 
Lebanon would soon be freed. 

Polhill, released Sunday, im- 
mediately boarded a helicopter 
and was flown to the U.S. mili- 
tary hospital at nearly Wiesbaden 
for an intensive medical check 
and debriefing by State Depart- 
ment officials after 1,183 days in 
captivity. 

There, he received a stars-and- 
stripes welcome from cheering 
staff and patients. Dozens of 
American flags fluttered from 
hospital balconies in the cold 
morning drizzle and a hand- 
painted sign said: “Welcome 
home pray for the others." 

The business studies professor 
was snatched with three other 
academics from the campus of the 
Beirut University College. Two 
American professors are still hos- 
tages. 

Polhill, who carried an Amer- 
ican football given him by the 
crew of the military transport, 
flashed a V-for-victory sign be- 
fore disappearing inside with his 
Palestinian-born wife Feryal, who 
flew from Damascus with him. 

Two hours later, an official 
statement said that after a pre- 


liminary medical examination, 
Polhill. 55, “is alert, stable, 
ambulatory and somewhat tired. 
Although he appears to be in 
relatively good shape, he is mal- 
nourished and mildly dehy- 
drated." 

The statement said he had 
breakfast of half a grapefruit, 
scrambled eggs, bacon, English 
muffin, milk and coffee. 

One of the plane crew that flew 
Polhill to West Germany told 
Reuters that the former captive 
smoked cigarettes and read the 
New York Times during the flight 
and also spent some time quietly 
with his wife. 

“He didn’t want to be treated 
like a patient," said flight nurse 
Captain Marjorie Graziano. “But 
when I told him he looked so pale 
that I might have given to him 
oxygen when we reached alti- 
tude, he said Tm so pale because 
I haven't seen the sun in three 
years’.” 

Earlier in Damascus, Polhill 
said his joy was tinged with sad- 
ness for other hostages still in 
Lebanon and he hoped for their 
early release. 

The Islamic Jihad for the Li- 
beration of Palestine (ULP) freed 
Polhill in Beirut on Sunday. It 
still holds his fellow professors 
Alann Steen and Jesse Turner. 

They are among 16 other Wes- 
terners, including seven Amer- 
icans, held in Lebanon by pro- 
Iranian groups seeking political 
concessions from the West. 

As Polhill enjoyed his first 
night of freedom, the pro-govern- 
ment Tehran Times newspaper 


called for the release of another 
American hostage within the 
week. 

An Iranian source told Reuters 
in Tehran he expected another 
American to be released by 
Friday. 

He said this should be followed 
by the release by Israel of Sbi'ite 
Muslim cleric Abdul Karim 
Obeid, a senior pro-Iranian Hiz- 
bollah (Party of God) official, 
abducted by Israeli commandos 
in South Lebanon last year. 

In Beirut, Hussein Mnsawi, an 
official of the pro-Iranian Hiztxd- 
lah, said Monday a second Amer- 
ican hostage held in Lebanon 
could be freed soon if the condi- 
tions were right. 

“The release (of a second 
American hostage) is possible but 
we don't know when, where, bow 
and for what," Musawi told the 
Communist Voice of the People 
radio station. 

“There should be something in 
return for such a step and the 
release of Obeid is not enough,” 
Mnsawi said. 

Obeid is among hundreds of 
Lebanese Shi’ite Muslims held by 
Israel. He was snatched by an 
Israeli commando from his South 
Lebanon village in July 1989. 

The release of the Shi'ites from 
Israeli jails have been a major 
demand by pro-Iranian under- 
ground groups holding the hos- 
tages. 

Before boading the aircraft in 
Damascus, the 55-year-okl col- 
lege professor had said his unre- 
lenting anger at his captors had 
kept him alive and sane. 


Polhill was tiie first American 
hostage to be released in Leba- 
non in nearly 3 Vi years, and be 
said his joy was tempered by the 
knowledge that seven others were 
still in captivity. 

“I was angry at what was being 
done to me, being taken away 
from my wife and family," he told 
a reporter as be was being driven 
from Beirut to Damascus after his 
release. “And so I strived to 
continue being angry, knowing at 
all times that if I began to lose 
that anger I'd just sort of become 
a vegetable." 

Ali Akbar Velayati. the Ira- 
nian foreign minister, said in New 
York after the relese that Iran 
and the Shi’ite movements in 
Lebanon wanted a prompt recip- 
rocal gesture. He specified the 
release Obeid. 

But U.S. President George 
Bush said be was not making any 
goodwill gesture just because one 
hostage was freed. 

“I want all of those hostages 
out, we're not going to trade,” 
Bush said. However, in a written 
statement. Bush expressed 
thanks to Iran and Syria for 
efforts leading to Polhill’s 
freedom. 

In a Monday editorial the 
Tehran Times, a paper dose to 
Iranian President Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani, called for the release of 
another American hostage. 

The Lebanese groups holding 
another seven Americans and 10 
other Westerners in Lebanon 
“will certainly find it hard to 
comply with this request and their 
position is quite understand- 


able,” the paper said, dtizig Arab 
prisoners held by brad. 

“Bat perhaps the release of 
one hostage alone will not be 
enough to establish the kind of 
overwhelming trust needed to 
bring the whole hostage crisis to 
an end.” 

Though pale ami gaunt, Polhill 
managed to joke with reporters 
shortly after his release Sunday. 

“The first thing Pd like to say is 
that I'm sorry I kept you waiting 
so long,” he told a news confer- 
ence at the Syrian Foreign Minis- 
try. “Thirty-nine months is a long 
time to stand here.” 

In Washington, White House 
Press Secretary Marlin FHzwater 
said the United States bad not 
made any concessions to the 
abductors, the Islamic Jihad for 
the Liberation of Palestine. 

“There are no deals, there are 
no negotiations with the hostage 
takers,” he said. . 

In a Syrian TV interview, 
Polhill said he was grateful to 
those who helped him, but 
added: Tm still deeply con- 
cerned about my two friods and 
others who are still held in the 
conditions I was held in.” 

Fottnll said he played cards 
with other hostages during his 
captivity and tried to keep his 
mind off the possibility of 
freedom. 

Guards outside the Summer- 
land Hotel who witnessed the 
release said Pottril] stepped out 
of a car that screeched to a halt 
about 50 metres from the hotel. 

He was immediately indeed 
up by a three-car Syrian convoy 


and driven off at high speed. 

Qadhafi urges release 
of all hostages 

In Libya, Col. Muammar 
Qadhafi called Sunday for the 
release of hostages in an appeal 
to Musfims around the world, the 
official Libyan News Agency 
(JANA) said in a dispatch about 
an hour after the reported re- 
lease. 

“I urge, once again, all those 
who are holding hostages to re- 
lease them in fulfillment and ap- 
plication of the tolerant Islamic 
principles,” the agency quoted 
Qadhafi as saying. 

PoUiiU's mother, Ruth POfiriH 
of Ftshkfll, New York, was over- 
joyed at news of the release and 
the prospect of seeing her son. 

“Maybe I'll have control my- 
self by that time,” she told the 
U.S. television network CNN. 

In London, friends and rela- 
tives of British hostages in Leba- 
non welcomed the release of 
Polhill as a “step toward dosing 
the hostage file” and urged the 
British government to talk to 
those with influence over the 
kidnappers. 

“We seem to be in a period 
now where people are befog re- 
leased rather than taken, and of 
course that is grounds, I would 
say, for great optimism,” said 
David Waite. 

His brother, Terry Waite, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury’s en- 
voy, disappeared in Beirut in 
January 1987 while trying to 
negotiate the release of American 


ISLAMABAD (AP) — Afgha- 
nistan's guerrillas agreed Monday 
to let President Najibullah test his 
popularity in nationwide elec- 
tions, if the United Nati ons and 
organisation of Islamic countries 
conducted the balloting. 

The vagne proposal for a non- 
party election represented a raa* 


tan-based guerrilla groups that 
have fought for 12 years to over- 
throw the Soviet-backed govern- 
ment in Kabul. 

“We’re talkin g about general 
elections and that means every- 
body can participate,” said Azim 
Nasser-ZSa, a spokesman for the 
rebel National Islamic Front of 

Afghanistan . 

The group, considered moder- 
ate, proposed the election plan. 
Other rebel groups supported the 
plan. 

It drew a cool response, 
however, from the Kabul govern- 
ment’s highest- ranking diplomat 
in Pakistan, charge d’affaires 
QudrahnIIah Abmadi. 

“We gave our proposal three 
years ago for a six-month cease- ■ 
fire followed by elections. We are 
ready for those elections,” 
Ahmadi said. The guerrillas have 
rejected the ceasefire. 

“They’ll eventually come over 
to our proposal,” he said. 

The guerrillas have fought 
among themselves to recent 
years. They have come under 
heavy pressure from the United 
States and other financial backets 
to dose ranks and come up with a 
political solution to the prot- 


racted war. 

“A political solution will never - 
come until we are strong on the 
battlefield ” Sibgbatullah Mojad- 
didi, president of the rebels' sdf- 
prodaUned govenunent-in-edie, 
said when asked if the guerrillas 
had given up on a milit ary settle- 
ment. 

Some rebel figures sa y thc t alk 
of elections is a stall tactic by 
hardliners preparing for new milit- 
ary assaults after the spring thaw. 
The wanner weather is melting 
snow on Afghanistan's nigged 
mountain passes, allowing rebel 
fighters to resupply their posi- 
tions inside the country. ™ 

Senior U.S. officials in Islama- 
bad said guerrilla leaders have 
been warned their muhiinHficn 
dollar weapons' pipeline could 
dry up next year. 

Washington annually ships up 
to $700 minion worth of nrifiraiy 
supplies to the guerrillas, who are 
also financed by Pakistan, Saudi 
Arabia and other Arab states. 
Moscow reportedly pumps bil- 
fious of dollars worth of supplies 
to the Afghan government. 

When Moscow withdrew its 
combat troops from Afghanistan 
last year, Western (fiptomats and 
guerrilla leaders predicted Na- 
jibullah and his government 
would fall within months, 

A year later, the guerrillas con- 
trol nearly 80 per cent of the 
countryside but have yet to cap#) 
ture a major city. Najpbullah’s 
forces have failed to make signifi- 
cant military gains, leading to 
rails for a political settiemenL 


Ethiopian air raid on 
Massawa claims 55 lives 


Freed hostage enjoys freedom, breakfast and paper 


NAIROBI (R) — Bombing raids 
by the Ethiopian Air Force killed 
55 people in the rebel-held port 
of Massawa Sunday, the Eritrean 
People’s Liberation Front 
(EPLF) said. 

Soviet-built jet bombers staged 
two raids on the strategic Red Sea 
port, kiHfog 55 people and serious- 
ly injuring 111, the EPLF said m 
a statement telexed to Renters 
from London Monday. 

The. air raids, during which 
duster bombs and heavy demoli- 
tion bombs were dropped, were 
witnessed by two visiting foreign 
journalists, the statement said. 

This was the fifth time air force 
jets had bombed Massawa since 
the EPLF seized the port in 
February, cutting off supplies to 
the g over nm ent-held area of Erit- 
rea province, it added. 

FAO seeks opening 
of Massawa Part 

The U.N. Flood and Agricul- 
ture Organisation (FAO) 
appealed Monday for Massawa to 
be reopened for food aid and 
shipments to northern Ethiopia, 
where an officially estimated 4.5 
million victims of drought and 
civil w ar ris k starvation this year. 

The EPLF has offered to open 
Massawa for a U.N. -supervised 
relief operation to feed famine 
victims to both government and 
rebel-held areas. 

But Ethiopia's Soviet-backed 
government has vetoed the plan, 
calling instead for an emergency 
airfift of food to the Eritrean 
provincial capital Asmara, which 
is still in government hands. 

“Unless the port of Massawa 
becomes operational in the near 
future, widespread hanger and 
death from starvation is inevit- 
able,” FAO said in its latest 
report on food supply in sub- 
Saharan Africa. 

The FAO report also recom- 
mended an airlift to ease immedi- 
ate food shortages in Eritrea, 
where the government-held area 
has been reduced to a landlocked 
enclave surrounded by rebel 
forces, but added that aircraft 
alone could not move the 30,000 
tonnes of food per month needed 


to avoid disaster in the province. 

Relief sources in Nairobi said 
U.N. Secretary General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar was expected to 
launch a special appeal for Ethio- 
pian famin e victims Wednesday. 

The Ethiopian governmervi 
estimates that 4.5 mflHon people 
face possible starvation in north- 
ern Ethiopia this year due to the 
combined effects of drought and 
dvfl war. About half of them Kve 
in rebel-controlled areas. 

Relief wor k ers say that unless 
food gets through soon, Ethiopia 
may face a catastrophe simitar to 
that of 1984-85 when up to one 
nriffi on people starved to death. 

J ‘^Massawa was the main port for 
delivering food to northern 
Ethiopia and the only gateway for 
supplying government-held areas 
of Eritrea until its capture by the 
EPLF. 

The government enclave, 
where about a million people# 
live, now depends totally on sup- 
plies flown from elsewhere in 
Ethiopia. 

Recent visitors to Asmara say 
there is virtually no traffic be- 
cause of a petrol shortage and 
water is being distributed by 
tankers as mams pumps have 
been turned off to save foeL 

“Cereal stocks will be ex- 
hausted within weeks,” the FAO 
report said. 

The FAO said some food was 
getting through to the rebel-held 
areas of Woflo and Tlgray pro- 
vinces, south of Eritrea, thanks to 
truck convoys across the battle 
lines organised by a consortium 
of church relief agencies. 

The Joint Relief Partnership 
(JRP) began trucking food from 
Dessie, the capital of WoQo pro- 
vince, into territory held by the 
rebel Tigray People’s Liberation 
Front (TPLF) last month. o 

Its operation, which aims to 
fennel 14,500 tonnes of food each 
month into the area, has the 
consent of both the government 
and TPLF bat there is no formal 
ceasefire. 

Food aid is ahn being trucked 
into areas controlled by the EPLF 
and TPLF from neighbouring 
Sudan, although the FAO did not 
mention this in its report. 
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771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman Inlenmtfcmal Chardi Tel. 
685326. 

Evangelical Lotberan Church Tel: 
811295. 

TVe Cbnrdi of Jeans ChHat of Imttcr- 
Day Saints TcL 815817, 654932. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by tbe Departmental 
Meteorology. 

It wiH be hot and dry and winds win 
be southeasterly moderate to fresh 
causing dust in tbe desert areas. In 
Aqaba, it wiH be dusty and winds will 
be northerly mode r a le and sens calm. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


MhL/max- temp. 
Amman 14 / 31 

Aqaba 23/39 

Deserts 14/32 

Jordan Valley 20 / 38 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: Am- 
man 29, Aqaba 37. Humidity readings: 
Amman 19 per wot. Aqaba IS per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Tayseer Khadr 606857 

Dr. NabflAlMnbtasefa 828252 

Dr. Mohammad Imran 653999 

Dr, Issam Aba Rizq 681967 

Rims pharmacy 661912 

Fcidows pharmacy 778336 

AJAscma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

A] Salon pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Sbroeoani pharmacy .637660 

IRBUh 

Dr. Ah A] Sammrni (— ) 

Ai Suras' pharmacy (985238) 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Haham Hiyasat (— ) 

Khahfeh pharmacy 98S417 


Ofl Defence Dep ar tment. 661121 

Ov3 Defence Itmwcrfbte 

R*** 630341 

Chril Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192,621111,637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic PDfice 896390 

Pubbc Security Department .... 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

PriteGompfamls 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Compl ains 897467 

Amman Munkqnfiiy 

Comptants 787111 

Tele phone hribnnadaa 

(directory intetance) 121 

Overseas CaQs 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

623101 

AbdnK Telephone nepa» 661101 

Jordan Tdcririon 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 


Jordan Electricity Authority >.815615 
Electric Power 

Conqjany 636381 

RJFHgk In form a ti on 06- 53200 

Queen Aha In fl Airport. 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMKAJfe 

HossemMetScal Centre 81381302 

Kbahch Maternity, J.Anm... 644281/6 
Akdch Maternity, J.Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

MaSms, J. Amman ... 636140 

Palestine, Shmekani 664171/4 

Shmninmi Hospital ............... 669131 

Unfoergky Hospital ............... 84584 5 

Al-Mnaffitr Hospital ......... 6G72Z7/9 

The Islamic, Afadafi 666127/37 

Al- AM, AbdaE 664164/6 

itafian, AFMnhajreen 777101/3 

Al-Bador.J. Ashnffeh 775111/26 

Army, Malta 891611/15 

Qneea AHa Hospital 60224060 

Ama! Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

ZanpGovt Hospital ...... (09) 983323 

Zarqfl National Hospital .. 109)991071 
Jba Sin* Hospital (09)986732 

UU Ds 

Princess Bosma Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (021272275 
Urn AlNafieesftapito (02)247100 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 


FOE THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 


TUs kOormatiaa b snppbed by Royal 
Jotdaaaa (RJ) ta to amthe depart- 
ment at tbe QaCCa ABc J iifemah o n a/ 
Airport TcL (06)S3200~5, where k 
stonier a/mys to verified 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 


... Baghdad 4 
AbuDh*tii{ 


•MS 

mm 

•MS 


•MS Muscat, Dubai < 

MM Knwait( 

IMS Montreal, New Yort| 

17*5 Frankfort, Vienna ( 

IMS Tripofil 

•L-M Jeddah I 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

MM Kuwait (KU) 

1*2» Moseow(SU) 

UeU — Romc( AZ) 

IMI Dubai, Damascus (EK1 

ftM Zorich. Lamaca (SR) 

IMS ...» — Beast (ME) 

•MS . — Cairo (MS) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Fllghta 
(Terminal i) . 

•7*0 Aqaba (RJ) 

1 fete lupofi (RJ) 

11:15 Vienna (RJ) 

11:45 Rome, Madrid (RJ) 

12MB — 1 London (RJ) 

12:15 Paris mj) 

12m Friakfon. Brawls (RJ) 

lfcR Kuwait (RJ) 

UM5 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

2MB Dhahran (RJ) 

2MB Lanm(RJ) 

mm ..Cairo rai) 

M;ir Damascus (fU) 

21:15 Jeddah (RJ) 

•Ml Jeddah (RJ) 

Other FHghta (Terminal 2) 

lias Kuwait (KU) 

MaW - Moscow (SU) 

17*5 Dohri(AZ) 

11 -M ... Dubai (EK) 

8MB ~ Cairo (MS) 


Vppa/kmx pace In Or per kg. 
700/600 


Ak*** 700/600 

API* 480/440 

5™ 03 - - 450/400 

Banana (Mnkammar) 400 / 350 

- 450 / 400 

Broad beans 220/170 


£“•8“ - 90/60 

5 ™ — MOJITO 

200/150 

ucnmbasflmBe) 150/100 

Cucumbers (saall) 280 / 220 

5*5^- — J ®/3» 

280/220 

SShu*’”" 550/450 

orapefrait 260 / 220 

“V 300 / 250 

(par one) 150/100 

“tow .... — 280/BO 

?fr nw P a| g ! ) — 80/40 

Mmewftnafl) ... 220 /iar 

SffWr 280/240 

Ctexmferceit) 180/120 

vwge 340 / 300' 

(Shamouti) 380 / 340 

■SJLzK 340 / 280 

350/31)0 

(sweet) 380/300 

150/ 108 

Spfaach...-. 20D/1J0 

Tomatoes 380/329 

— ... 300 


Watermelon 





fjt I 
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30,000 to 50,000 
expected to join 
march for peace 


By a Jordan Times 
staff writer 

AMMAN — Between 30,000 
and 50,000 people are ex- 
pected to take pan in an inter- 
national peace march hem 
Amman to Jerusalem in June, 
organisers said Monday. 

The peace march, slugged 
"Amman to Jerusalem,” is in- 
tended to be a “reaffirmation 
of the Arab and international 
will and desire for peace in the 
Middle East,” according to 
Nidal Sokhtian, president of 
the Jordan chapter of the 
Washington, D.C. -based 
American-Arab Anti- 
Discrimination Committee 
(A DC). 

“It will be the first-ever pub- 
lic demonstration of the long- 
ing for peace in this area since 
Christ marched to Jerusalem 
2.000 years ago,” Sukhtian 
told a press conference held at 
the Amman international sta- 
dium football grounds, where 
the march will begin on June 
1. According to Sukhtian. a 
Jordanian businessman, the 
message of the march is: “Tear 
down the walls of fear, suspi- 
cion. hatred and greed that 
reign supreme in the Middle 
East today.” 

• Sokhtian pointed out that 
the central slogan of the peace 
march will be “Palestinian 
statehood equals peace in the 
Holy Land;” and will urge 
Israel to open peace negotia- 
tions with the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO). 
However, in answer to a ques- 
tion, he said there was no PLO 
involvement in the peace 
march except participation “as 
any other peace-loving orga- 
msation from anywhere in the 
world.” 

The political impact of the 
march, Sokhtian said, “will be 
mostly on the forces of peace 
-m Israel.” 

. He said ADC research indi- 
cated that 57 per cent of 
Israelis favour “in one way or 
another, peace in exchange for 
occupied land.'* Another 18 
per cent, he said, “are sitting 
on the fence undecided and 
could be convicted to join the 
peace camp.” 

Sukhtian said “hundreds of 
international peace activists, 
human rights groups, anti- 
nuclear and anti-chemical 
weapon campaigners, religious 
leaders of ail faiths, non- 
governmental organisations, 
international celebrities and 
former government leaders" 
were expected to take part in 


the march, but refused to name 
any saying “we do not have the 
green light yet to release their 
n a me s.” ‘Three thousand to 
4,000 non-Arabs are expected 
in tiie march,” be added. 

Informed sources said 
^on g po tential participants 
were former American Presi- 
dent Timmy Carter, human 
nghts activist Jesse Jackson, 
top leaders of several chur- 
ches. “at least 10 leading Hol- 
lywood celebrities, " former 
West German Chancellor Wil- 
ly Brandt, former Austrian 
Chancellor Bruno Kreisky, 
and senior members of the 
British Labour Party. 

Relying to questions at Mon- 
day's press conference, Sukh- 
tian said the organisers were 
prepared to go ahead and con- 
tinue to Jerusalem if the Israeli 
occupation authorities permit-, 
ted the marchers to cross into 
tire occupied West Bank. “We 
hope the Israelis will not stop 
us at the bridge,” he said. 

He said non-governmental 
organisations in Israel “had 
expressed written interest in 
staging a parallel march to the 
bridge in a show of support,” 
but he did not know whether 
the Israeli government would 
grant permission for the event. 

Asked bow the ADC viewed 
another march organised by 
Jordanian trade unions, sche- 
duled to take place May 14 
between a town in the Jordan 
Valley and the bridge, Sukh- 
tian said: "They (the unions) 
are welcome, as any other 
organisation , to join our 
march.” He did not refer to 
what had been described as 
differences between the ADC 
and unions, whose central 
theme during the march will be 
“the Palestinians' right to re- 
turn." 

Sokhtian did not give any 
specific figure as to the budget 
or estimated cost of the 
Amman-to- Jerusalem march. 
“We are mostly depending 
upon contributions from mem- 
bers and other donors, but not 
governments,*’ he said. 
“However, our main source is 
the work of volunteers, who 
are working round the clock to 
make the event a success. Loc- 
al businesses have contributed 
in-kind assistance to the 
march." 

The Jordanian government 
has approved the peace marife, 
be said, adding that the ADC 
hoped to request IBs Majesty 
King Hussein to address the 
marchers at the opening cere- 
mony to be held at the Amman 
international stadium. 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 






Iraqi president thanks King 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Monday received a 
cable .from Iraqi President Saddam Hussein, in reply to a 
congrat ulat ory cable the King sent on the second anniversary 
earlier rhfc month of the liberation of Fao Peninsula. President 
Saddam expressed appreciation to King Hussein and wished him 
continued good health and happiness and tbe Jordanian people 
.farther progress and prosperity. 

Kabariti signs agreement with museum 

AMMAN (Petra) — Ministry of Tourism Monday coifed lu 
agreement with Liverpool museum , under wfa^a mobfle Jorda- 
nian exhibition of antiquities and traditional dresses wffl be hekl at 
* Liverpool museum March 27, 1990, The 

by minister Abdul Karim A1 Kabariti and Uverp<^ musemn 
director- who is currently on a visit to Jordan. The mobde 
1 exfabitfon is now being held in Tokyo and trill 
of fins month to Singapore, where it wfll offiaaljrogaedm 
'September. Kabariti outlined the tmport^ofboldmg^^ 
mobile exhibitions, which he said, reflect the Jordanian folklore 
and the life in Jordan. 

Salt rally denounces Israeli practices 

SALT (Petra) - Speakers at a public 

denounced Israeli practices in tampering with 

continued violations of religious freedoms and the tamper^™ 

SrSfemic and Christian holy shimes T^ 

Hiyas* and Farid 

Fakbouri. 

Jerash to start literary programme 

JERASH (Petrs) - Jerash dMB 

Monday chaired a meeting jttthedal to 

tWinawt with officials a proposed uicraxy p s* . 

in the region , in accordance with a selective plan. 

Madaba warns of Malta disease 

AMMAN (Petra) — Social services centres in Madaba district 
Monday concluded a two-day health awareness campmgm^camed 
out jointly in cooperation with the health ^tion deparb^to 
tnakepeople of Malta disease 

tectnrtHtSut modes of transmission of the disease, its symptom 
and tbe precautionary measnres for combatting this disease and 
Preventing its transmission to people. 

Citizens urged to watch for moon 

AMMAN (Pea*) - Chief Mamie Justice Stefl* 

Muheilan Monday called on all dtaem towa«* to toe mo™ of 
Stawwal Tnesday night. Muheilan mstrotted all S ton.c ombto 
tct&ain opcaTtoesdaynlght to teceiye calls from atreens sighting 
the moon. 



Christian clergymen and members of parliament Monday lead a protest march in Amman against 
Israeli actions In Jerusalem (Petra photo) 

Inter-faith group seeks U.S., 
Soviet action to deter Israel 


By P.V. Vjy ekanan d 

Jordan Times Staff Writer 

AMMAN — The Muslim and 
Christian communities in Jordan 
joined hands Monday to stage a 
short march through the heart of 
Amman to register a strong pro- 
test with the United States as well 
as the Soviet Union against 
Israeli actions in occupied Jeru- 
salem and the April 12 assault by 
Israeli forces on Christian clergy- 
men in the Holy Gty, including 
Greek Orthodox Patriarch 
Diodoros I. 

In identical appeals delivered 
to the American and Soviet 
embassies m Amman, the two 
communities, represented by tbe 
General Islamic Congress on 
Jerusalem, the Catholic Church, 
the Inter- Mami e Council, the 
Greek Orthodox Church, the 
Royal Committee for Jerusalem 
and the Arab Orthodox Renaiss- 
ance Society, expressed concern 
over the Israeli actions in Jeru- 
salem, “especially the occupatin 
of the Orthodox church buildings 
by extremist Zionist and Jewish 
settlers encouraged by the Israeli 
occupation authorities. 

“These arbitrary practices call 
for the big powers, especially 
your government, to interfere to 
prevent these aggressions and put 
an end to the illegal practices 
taken against the pTigrims' bos^' 
pice located in the wdnity of the 
Holy Sepulchre Church, and 
evacuate these settlers and res- 
tore peace to the religious 
places,” the memorandum said. 
“We regret and condemn the 
brutal aggressions committed by 
these groups against His Beati- 
tude fee Greek Orthodox Pat- 
riarch of Jerusalem,” it added. 

“We hope that your govern- 
ment would condemn such irres- 
ponsible actions which threaten 
fee freedom of worship and com- 
ply with the Israeli plan to 
Judaise the Holy City of Jeru- 
salem and demolish its Muslim 
and Christian features,” it said. 

The sflent'protest action which 
preceded fee delivery of the 
appeals involved about 100 peo- 
ple holding banners condemning 
the Israeli violence against tbe 
Greek Orthodox patriarch and 
urging Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 


bachev to grant “equal right of 
return to Jews and Palestinians." 
The reference was to the massive 
influx of Soviet Jews to Israel 
and possibilities that the bulk of 
them could be settled in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip at the expense of the 
Palestinians. 

Senior police officers accompa- 
nied tbe marchers from the start- 
ing point at fee Second Circle in 
Jabal Amman and about 30 
policemen in riot gear were on 
the alert in front of fee American 
as well as Soviet embassies. Low- 
er House of Parliament members 
Mansour Murad, Deeb Marji and 
Bassam Haddadin were among 
tbe protesters. 

Patrick Theros, the charge 
d’affaires of the American 
embassy, crossed over to fee 
other side of fee street in front of 
the diplomatic mission to receive 
the memorandum from the pro- 
testers. Anglican church Bishop 
Elia Khoury, a member of fee 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Executive Commit- 
tee. and Deputy Murad as well as 
several other clergymen had a 
brief exchange wife the American 
diplomat, who promised to relay 
the contents of the memo to the 
U.S. Administration in Washing- 
ton. 

In their exchange with Mr. 
Theros, 4 , Bishop Khoury blamed . 
fee U.S. for Israeli actions in 
defiance of international norms 
and practices. “If your govern- 
ment wanted to stop the in^ 
humane Israeli actions, it could," 
Khouxy said. “But, you are fee 
strategic ally of fee Israeli gov- 
ernment and you are to be 
. blamed first before Israel." 

At the Soviet diplomatic mis- 
sion, it appeared feat no senior 
diplomat was available to meet 
fee protesters. The memo was 
handed over at the gate of fee 
mission after about 10 minutes of 
silent vigil on fee side of tbe 
street. 

It was tbe second protest 
staged in Amman in 10 days 
against Israeli actions in Jeru- 
salem. A candle-light vigil was 
held April 13 in front of the 
American embassy, and a memo 
addressed to U.S. President 
George Bush was handed over to 


Diodoros 
thanks King 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majes- 
ty King Hussein Monday re- 
ceived a cable of thanks from 
Patriarch Diodoros I of Jeru- 
salem, who was subjected an 
assault by Israeli forces 10 days 
ago. The patriarch thanked tbe 
King for his statements de- 
nouncing fee April 12 attack on 
Christian clergymen and 
Chr istian and Mnsllm shrines 
fan Jerusalem. 

Tbe patriarch voiced appre- 
ciation to the King for the 
support be gives to tbe patriar- 
chate and landed King Hus- 
sein's dedication in defending 
its right. He expressed pride in 
the honourable and longstand- 
ing positions the Hashemite 
famil y always adopted since tbe 
days of the Caliph Omar Urn Ai 
Khattab. He recalled the 
strong ties between the Hashe- 
mite famil y and the Greek 
Orthodox Patriarchate, which 
is considered one of the Jorda- 
nian religions institutions in 
Jerusalem. 


Theros. 

Church officials said they were 
waiting for the outcome of a court 
case in Jerusalem over the seizure 
of St. John's Hospice by settlers. 
The Israeli supreme court ruled 
eariie this week that fee settlers 
could stay pending a final ruling 
on the case, which involves leas- 
ing of fee property. The Israeli 
government revealed Sunday feat 
it had helped the settlers with 
almost half of fee lease amount 
involved. 

In addition to Bishop Khoury, 
leading Monday’s Amman march 
were the Rev. Constantine Kar- 
mash of the Greek Orthodox 
Church, Bishop Saba Yuwakim 
of the Greek Catholic Church, 
the Rev. Salim Al Sayegh of the 
Roman Catholic Church and 
Raouf Abu Jaber, chairman of 
the Arab Orthodox Renaissance 
Society. 


Touristic sites to 
open for visitors 


By Ziad Al Shilleh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Touristic sites all 
over the Kingdom will be open 
for visitors as of fee first day of 
Eld Al Fitr, fens marking tbe 
start of the summer touristic sea- 
son, according to director of the 
Tourist Investment Department 
Isma’il Al Hassan. 

He said die department has 
finalised all preparations for the 
summer season and said that 
arrangements have been made to 
open tbe national parks in Dibbin 
and Zai as well as Ishtafina resth- 
ouse for tbe public on fee first 
day of Eid AJ Fitr. 

Hassan said cleanliness and 
maintenance works were finished 
and tbe three touristic sites were 
provided wife fee facilities and 
qualified cadres to manage them 
and present fee best services to 
the public wife reasonable prices 
in order to encourage internal 


tourism. 

He also affirmed his depart- 
ment's interest in promoting and 
encouraging internal tourism by 
taki ng care of touristic and 
archaeological rites throughout 
the Kingdom. 

“Besides encouraging internal 
tourism, the Tourist Investment 
Department promotes for Jorda- 
nian tourism abroad,” said Has- 
san. He added feat Jordan is 
considered a touristic attraction 
for its unique location and its 
touristic and archaeological sites. 

Hassan expressed his satisfac- 
tion with fee scheduled visits of 
Iraqi tourists and affirmed his 
department’s readiness to receive 
Iraqis at any touristic or 
archaeological site in Jordan. 

Hassan urged citizens to keep 
fee touristic sites and fee woods 
clean when visiting them, “since 
they are considered a national 
wealth that should be con- 
served.” 


CONDOLENCES 

The editor and staff of the Jordan Times express their 
heart-feH condolences to their colleague Elia Nasrallah and 
hs family over the death of his father-in-law Najfb Farah 
TaUm, who passed away Sunday April 22. • 

May the-departed soul rest in peace. 


RSCN 
calls for 
legislation 
on protection 
of nature 


AMMAN (Petra) — Vice- 
chairman of the board of fee 
Royal Society for the Conserva- 
tion of Nature (RSCN) Lafla 
Sharaf Sunday called on fee gov- 
ernment and fee Parliament to 
enact tbe necessary legislations to 
protect the environment, and said 
feat without such legislations it 
won’t be possible to protect it or 
prevent its exploitation. 

In an interview with Jordan 
Television, Sharaf reviewed tbe 
committee’s programmes, which 
will be carried out during tbe 
Jordanian Environment Year, 
feat has been declared by Her 
Majesty Queen Noor at fee direc- 
tives of His Majesty King Hus- 
sein. 

Sharaf called on all national 
organisations and institutions to 
expand in fee construction of wild 
life reservations in a bid to 
achieve natural balance. 

She also called for the con- 
struction of more earth dams in 
tbe desert to collect water,’ and 
said feat the Armed Forces have 
already embarked on the con- 
struction of such dams. She 
underlined the important role fee 
mass media and fee schools can 
play in spreading awareness of 
tbe need to protect fee environ- 
ment. 


MAP reviews objectives, future plans 


AMMAN (Petra) — President of 
fee Jordanian chapter of the 
Medical Aid for Palestinians 
(MAP) Abdul Majid Shouman 
Monday said that His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
has accepted to serve as the hon- 
orary president of the society, 
whit* is now passing through the 
legal stages of registration and 
licensing. 

At a press conference, Shou- 
man reviewed the objectives of 
tbe society, saying feat it aims at 
alleviating fee sufferings of “our 
ldnsmen" in fee occupied Arab 
territories, providing medical ser- 
vices to the injured Palestinians 
and medical equipment to hospit- 
als lacking such equipment in fee 
West Bank. 

He pointed out feat tbe socie- 
ty, which is an extension of the 
London- based MAP that was 
established in 1974 by Arab and 
British personalities sent medical 
volunteers and physiotherapists 
to the occupied territories to pro- 
vide health services and training 
for Palestinian youths. 

Shouman said fee society had 
set up 60 centres throughout fee 
West Bank and is paying salaries 


to the doctors and medical per- 
sonnel working in these centres. 
Tbe society is currently in fee 
process of building three centres 
for physiotherapy in Tulkarem 
and Hebron and a special educa- 
tion centre in Hebron. 

“Last year it sent 27 volunteers 
to the occupied Arab territories 
and 8 others to Lebanon to pro- 
vide health services,*' he said. 

“Not only does fee society pro- 
vide medical services, it also con- 
tributes to exposing fee inhuman 
Israeli practices against the 
Palestinian people,” Shouman 
said. 

“in addition to its medical ser- 
vices in fee occupied territories 
MAP provides health services to 
Palestinian refugees in Baqaa 
camp, who are not covered by the 
medical services of fee United 
Nations Relief and Works Agen- 
cy for Palestine refugees (UN- 
RWA),” Shouman said. 

Shouman said feat MAP volun- 
teers were subjected to persecu- 
tions by fee Israeli authorities 
who were always keen on ban- 
ning their entry, and consequent- 
ly obstructing their humanitarian 
mission. "However, all such 


Israeli attempts failed in view of 
fee non-political starus of the 
society and fee world-wide sup- 
port it enjoys in this capacity," he 
added. 

On the financing of fee society, 
Shouman said it relies mainly on ■ 
contributions made by individuals 
and organisations, and noted that 
it does not recieve any form of 
official support. Shouman 
pointed out that fee society is 
now in the process of setting up 
two branches in the United Arab 
Emirates and Kuwait. 

Shouman said MAP will orga- 
nise a sponsored walk on May 11, 
under the patronage of His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 
The 22-kilometre sponsored 
walk will start from Jordan Inter-, 
continental Hotel and end at 
Khirbet Abu Jaber in Yadouda . 
where a direct sale outlet will be 
set up. 

MAP will also hold a dinner on 
May 13, at the Jordan Intercon- 
tinental to raise funds for the 
society projects. Proceeds from 
these two activities in addition to 
a raffle, will go to fee projects 
being carried out by fee society in 
the occupied territories. 


Shbeilat criticises political activists 
serving in panel on national charter 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Islamist Deputy 
Laife Shbeilat Monday criticised 
political personalities who have 
become members of the Royal 
Commission to draft fee national 
charter for what he described as 
deserting plans to hold a national 
conference which was touted be- 
fore the bolding of November’s 
national elections. 

“In our humble opinion, we 
believe that all the political 
forces' participating in the draft- 
ing of the national charter has 
made a mistake and will only 
accomplish momentary gains at 
the expense of the people's 
trust,” Shbeilat said in a state- 
ment made available to fee Jor- 
dan Tunes Monday. 

Shbeilat was referring to a 
proposed national conference, 
which was preceded by the 
announcement of plans for a 
national charter outlining fee 
minimum political and economic 
demands made during fee April 
riots in the south. 

Several meetings among poli- 
tical personalities in Jordan, in- 
cluding leftist and Muslim 
Brotherhood personalities, took 
place immediately after the riots 
and the charter translated these 


demands which were later signed 
by over 400 personalities. 

The main aim of fee proposed 
national conference was to “app- 
ly pressure on the executive au- 
thority to stop mishandling the 
Constitution and allow the people 
the right to govern themselves 
through the Lower House of Par- 
liament,” Shbeilat said. 

Shbeilat warned the members 
of fee Royal Commission feat 
they would lose fee trust of their 
constituents “because they were 
not able to unite their forces and 
their work in one front away from 
fee umbreDa of fee executive 
authority." 

He said the “reneging” of the 
political personalities on their 
promises made during tbe elec- 
tion campaign in rejecting fee 
national charter “needs an honest 
look at one's soul so that (these 
personalities) would not find 
themselves in a place where their 
constituencies do not want them, 
foresaking their leadership of 
their constituencies* aspirations' 

Shbeilat also argued the consti- 
tutionality of a proposed referen- 
dum on fee national charter and 
said that fee Constitution's article 
which stipulates that fee people 
are the -source of all authority 
“does not give legality to this 
direct plebiscite." 


"The Constitution specifies 
bow the country exercises its au- 
thorities through fee three au- 
thority forms," Shbeilat said. 

He added feat those who be- 
lieve that there is no constitution- 
al basis for public plebiscite “is 
wrong.” According to Shbeilat, 
fee executive authority, facer* 
with the refusal of fee legislative 
authority to one of its program- 
mes “could return to the dissolv- 
ing of parliament and holding 
national elections based on the 
ideas which were rejected by the 
legislative authority." 

"If the people elect deputies 
who apply themselves to fee 
wishes of fee executive authority 
well and good. .. if not then a new 
government has to accept the 
decree of fee people," 

“This is why the Constitution 
stipulates that it is illegal to dis- 
solve parliament twice for fee 
same reason," he said. 

Shbeilat maintained that if 
things continues like this without 
due reconsideration of the 
peopole’s will then “fee reply to 
fee proposed referendum is wife, 
a counter-plebiscite in which peo- 
ple are asked fundamental ques- 
tions feat relate to system of 
government, sources of legisla- 
tion, ideology of state and also 
the question of peace." 



Samar Azzah 


Newborn, 
latest friend 
of Jordan 
Times 

AMMAN (J.T.) — On April 5 
Samar was born, adding a new 
dimension to the life of our for- 
mer colleague Jala! Azzah and his 
wife. Being child No. S, Samar 
scored a foil-house of growing 
pains. Her birth did not only 
bring joy and happiness to fee 
Azzabs but also received much 
applause from the Jordan Times 
staff. Cute little Samar weighed 
4.4 kilogrammes and measured 
54 centimetres in height. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are com- 
piled from monthly bulletins and 
tbe daily Arabic press. Readers 
are advised to verify the listed 
time and place wife the con- 
cerned institutions. 

EXHIBITION 

* Exhibition of Earth Day stamp 
collection at the Postal Savings . 
Corporation. 

FILM 

☆ Documentary programme enti- 
tled “Conserving America; tbe 
Rivers” at the American Cen- 
tre — 3:00 p.m. 
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The ice is too thin 


THE U.S. House of Representatives appears to be poised to 
follow the example of the Senate and adopt a resolution 
recognising “united" Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. 
Coming at a most sensitive phase in the Middle East, with 
prospects showing Its colours, fade though they are, in the 
horizon of some movement towards settling the Palestinian 
problem, there has to be something really wrong with the 
thinking of American lawmakers prompting them to press 
ahead and endorse the resolution. 

In the event that the House of Representatives, despite the 
timely warning of Senate minority leader Robert Dole who 
has acknowledged that the Senate’s adoption of die resolu- 
tion was a mistake, goes ahead and adopts the document, 
then all accusations levelled at the American Congress by 
Arabs, particularly those labelled as radical by Washington, 
would be proved true. For, how can one justify this total 
disregard for the feelings and sentiments of the one-billion 
strong international Muslim community which regards 
Jerusalem as its third holiest shrine, and the Christian faith 
for whom the Holy City is the holiest of all? 

What is the peace that the Americans are furthering when 
they slam every Arab and Muslim by declaring Jerusalem as 
the capital of Israel, which occupied the Holy City by force? 
Isn’t simple logic that instead of advancing the so-called 
peace process, such an American declaration will only 
strengthen the radicals among Muslims , Christians «nd 
Jews alike? 


If indeed the American lawmakers are serious in their 
declared intentions to see that peace and justice prevail in 
the Middle East while also ensuring that the interests of 
their country are served, then they have one only option: 
Heed the advice of Sen. Dole and his like, and leave the 
question of Jerusalem to negotiations. They should under- 
stand that if the Palestinians have accepted Israel as a state, 
no Palestinian, Christian, Muslim or Arab, will compromise 
the status of Jerusalem as a city holy to all three 
monotheistic religions of the world. And for them no price Is 
too high to resist any action which delivers Jerusalem in a 
platter to Israel. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


A1 Ra’i Arabic daily dwelt on the question of Israel's annexation 
of Arab Jerusalem and the U.S. Senate’s endorsement of such 
illegal action. It said that Senator Robert Dole did not only 
condemn this action but also demanded that the Senate rescind 
;he endorsement because it was an irresponsible move. . Senator 
Dole admitted that his talks with King Hussein put him face to 
face with new realities of which he was not aware until then, about 
the status of Jerusalem and the situation in the occupied Arab 
tends, the paper noted. It said that the King’s briefings to Dole 
have helped to enlighten the Senate, and brought about Dole’s 
condemnation of the Senate's endorsement. King Hussein was 
careful to make things clear for the U.S. senator and the U.S. 
administration which, the paper noted, should shoulder serious 
responsibility towards the developments in the Palestinian issue. 
The paper said that the King was careful to point out the dangers 
inherent in the Senate’s action in support of the Jewish state's 
illegal annexation of the Arab city, which the paper added, can 
only obstruct the course of establishing peace based on justice. 
Dole's condemnation, the paper added, should prompt the Arab 
states to launch a concerted action at all levels expound the Arab 
position and advocate Arab rights in Palestine. 


A1 Dustour daily discussed the situation in the occupied Arab 
region where the Israeli leaders are still squabbling over the 
formation for a new government while they are openly making 
plans for the absorption of new Jewish immigrants. The paper 
said that everyday brings to the Arabs further information about 
the Israeli government's open involvement in the settlement of 
Jewish immigrants in the occupied West Bank and the Gaza Strip 
despite denials' by government leaders. The Israeli housing 
ministry, the paper said, has recently allocated sufficient funds 
with the approval of Yitzhak Shamir the caretaker prime minister 
to build new settlements on Arab lands and to occupy Christian 
and Islamic premises in the proecs of absorbing Jews from 
Eastern Europe. Shamir is trying to win favour for the Israeli 
electorate to form a new government once new elections took 
place in Israel and is trying to enhance the image of the Likud and 
foil attempts by Shimon Peres to form a government, the paper 
noted. Shamir's actions and his plans for new settlements, the 
paper noted represent a new formidable challenge to the Arab 
Nation and also a defiance of the U.S. administration which has 
been condoning all Israeli actions in Arab lands. 


Saw! A I Shaab daily dwelt again on the question of an Arab 
summit meeting which the paper said is a must in view of 
continued Jewish immigration from the Soviet Union and other 
Eastern European countries. The paper said that nearly 1,000 
Jews arrive in Israel daily to settle on Arab lands and eventually 
provide the Israeli armed forces with further manpower needed 
for Israel's expansion at the expenses of the Arab World. 
Whether the Arab summit was convened or not (be Israelis will not 
put an end to their plans and they will continue to absorb more 
Jews and settle them on Arab territory, the paper continued, ft 
said that the Israelis are preparing for war and have already 
distributed anti-gas masks and taken other precautionary mea- 
sures against any kind of warfare, while the Arabs remain passive 
and seem to be indifferent to these developments. The paper said 
that in the face of the these challenges the Arabs ought at least to 
convene a summit meeting to discuss plans for self-defence. 


Strong economy, 

social welfare 
make democracy 
non- issue in 
Saudi Arabia 


Bv Nick Ludington 

The Associated Press 


RIYADH — An old man wagged 
his finger at Prince Sultan, second 
in line to the throne, and com- 
plained that his soldier son was 
assigned to a base far from his 
home in Riyadh. 

"But your son has obligations 
as a soldier." said the prince, who 
also is the Saudi defence minister. 

"He has obligations to his fami- 
ly." the man retorted. Sultan 
consulted his advisors and 
announced that the young man 
would be reassigned in Riyadh, 
the kingdom’s capital. 

The exchange took place dur- 
ing a “majlis.” or consultation. 
Sultan regularly holds with the 
people. A foreign reporter was 
permitted to attend. 

Most days. Sultan and the 
scores of other princes in Saudi 
Arabia's extended royal family 
open the doors of their palaces to 
the people. They listen to com- 
plaints on all manner of issues 
and settle disputes. 

It's the nearest thing the Saudis 
have to democracy and there is 
little demand for more from the 
estimated 8 million citizens of this 
kingdom, which sits on one-quar- 
ter of the world's oil reserves. 
About 3 million foreign workers 
also live in Saudi Arabia. 

Representative democracy is 
overwhelming Communism in 
Eastern Europe and making in- 
roads in the Third World, includ- 
ing neighbouring Arab countries. 

In Saudi Arabia, tribal tradi- 
tion and huge oil profits let the 
royal family provide opportunity, 
public services and security that 
make democracy a non-issue. 

The monarchy rules through 
wide consensus with all segments 
of society, ensuring the. Saud. 
dynasty's survival. Laws are 
based on the holy Koran. 

Prince Majed. brother of King 
Fahd and governor of the Red 
Sea province that includes the 
holy city of Mecca, told reporters 
recently that Communism and 
other temporal ideologies "are 
false and contrary to human na- 
ture.” 

The majlis system gives an esti- 
mated 250,000 Saudis access to 
princes and senior officials every 
year on behalf of their families. 

In a social system fed by bil- 
lions of dollars from oil revenue, 
citizens pay no taxes. 

Education is free through the 
university level, and each college 
"udent gets $800 a month in 
pocket money. Health services, 
extensive and of high quality, are 
free. 

A jet air ambulance makes at 
leawst 200 flights a month to ferry 
patients from remote areas to 
Riyadh for surgery at the lavish 
King Faisal specialty hospital. 

To build a home, each Saudi 
family gets a free plot of 625 
square metres and a 30-year loan 
of $80,000. free of interest. 

People who build clinics, fac- 
tories, workshops or hotels get 
interest-free loans equivalent to 
70 per cent of the construction 
costs. 


Generous pensions are paid on 
retirement. 

"So who needs democracy?” a 
Western diplomat asked. 

In tense times, the Saudis cus- 
tomarily say they may establish a 
majlis al-shura, or consultative 
assembly, a quasi-parliament 
with most or all of the members 
chosen by the king. 

Such a council, approved by 
Islamic tradition, was mentioned 
in 1975. when a deranged nephew 
murdered King Feisal and his 
successors were taking control. 

The nephew was publicly be- 
headed. a punishment decreed in 
the Koran and imposed routinely 
for murder, sex crimes or drug 
smuggling. Public executions take 
place in Riyadh's main square on 
many Fridays. 

More beheadings and new men- 
tion of a majlis were decreed in 
1979 after a group of fun- 
damentalist fanatics seized the 
great mosque of Mecca. That 
event sent shock waves through 
the royal family, which pins much 
of its legitimacy to its piety. 

The fundamentalists demanded 
an end to what (hey considered 
excessive Western influence in 


Saudi Arabia's rapid. modernise- i 
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tion during the oil boom years. 

In 1987. after Iranian-backed 
sabotage in the oil provinces and 
during the annual Muslim pil- 
grimage to Mecca. King Fahd was 
said to be studying the majlis plan 
again. 

Still there is no council, 
appointed or elected. A hand- 
some structure to house it stands 
empty in the grounds of King 
Fahd's A1 Yamamah palace in 
Riyadh. 

"I believe it will come, but it's 
a matter of priorities." said a 
senior Saudi official. Like other 
sources, he did not want his name 
used. 

“There's no groundswell of 
opinion for the majlis.” an in- 
fluential newspaper editor said. 
"The people are satisfied with the 
tranquility, stability, security, 
prosperity, the freedom to 
travel.” 

Unrestricted travel to the West 
is a safety valve for middle class 
Saudis. 

They mingle with Westerners 
and indulge, often ostentatiously, 
in night life and the West's free- 
wheeling culture. At home, they 
live under strict Islamic rules that 
prohibit alcohol, unveiled women 
in public, women drivers or shop- 
ping or recreation during the five 
daily times of prayer. 

Tourism to Saudi Arabia is all 
but non-existent. Apart from 
Muslim pilgrims, most visitors are 
businessmen or expatriate 
workers. 

Most Westerners live in walled 
company compounds where the 
women can play tennis or swim in 
bikinis. Residents receive un- 
publicised shipments of liquor. 

The royal family has more than 
3.000 princes. 500 in the direct 
line of succession. This has en- 
sured stability through family uni- 
ty and tight control of extensive 
security forces. 

Free enterprise and generous 
social programme have been cru- 
cial in transforming a semi-noma- 
dic society, with little upheaval, 
into a modem one with a strong 
sense of Islamic identity. 

Saudi officials say King Abdul 
Aziz Ibn Saud. who founded 
modem Saudi Arabia in 1927, 
established the consensus rule on 
which the country's government 
is based. 

Abdul Aziz is quoted as telling 
his sons the "thread” of consen- 
sus ties to the people is stronger 
than the "iron bands” of auto- 
cracy. 

A Saudi journalist with access 
to one of the top princes said 
that, instead of creating a con- 
sultative council, the rulers de- 
cided a few years ago to expand 
the "open majlis” system with 
King Fahd. princes and top offi- 
ciate opening their palaces for 
regular meetings with citizens. . 

The atmosphere of the open 
majlis is informal. The king is not 
addressed as “your majesty” but 
as “Fahd,” "Father of Faisal.” or 
"taweel al umur." Arabic for 
"long life." 

Religious leaders are brought 
in on important decisions to avoid 
dissension, and other important 
constituencies are consulted reg- 
ularly. 

An expert in Saudi affairs said 
rhe 1990-95 economic plan was 
circulated for two years in adv- 
ance among businessmen, eco- 
nomists and others, and many 
alterations were made as a result. 

"This gave a large number of 
key people the feeling and reality 

of participation," he said. 

Saudis are concerned about 
tense relations with Iran, a major 
regional power, and about a new 
Arah-Israel conflict and the vul- 
nerability of their oil facilities to 
bombing or missile attacks. 

They have forged close security 
ties with the United States and 
are a huge market for Western 
arms sales. 

The only significant internal 
opposition to royal rule is the 
Shi'ite Muslim minority in the 
oil-producing eastern provinces 
along the Gulf. 

More than 90 per cent of 
Saudis belong to the mainstream 
Sunni branch of Islam, but some 
usulis or fundamentalists, among 
the several hundred thousand 
Shi'ites are influenced by pre- 
dominantly Shi'ite Iran. They are 
hlamed for the sabotage of oil 
installations.. . 


The View from Fourth Circle By Rami g. KhooH 

Pass the pan- Arab springrolls 


LAST week's anniversary of 
the riots and demonstrations 
that shook Jordan and ushered 
in the fresh era of political and 
economic change has been an 
opportunity for widespread 
comment on, a) why Jordan 
erupted last year, and b) what 
has happened since then. I 
believe it is insufficient to go 
back only to April 1989 to 
understand the causes of what 
is happening today, and it is 
also self-indulgently wrong to 
look only at Jordan. 

Rather, our experience in 
Jordan — both good and bad 
— should be seen as an almost 
perfect microcosm of trends 
that have dominated most of 
the Arab World during the 
past 20 years. These trends 
comprise a fascinating and, at 
times, cm harassing combina- 
tion of political and economic 
developments. If we review the 
peformance of the Arab World 
during the decade from 1978 to 
1988, we find a gruesome com- 
bination of rising foreign debt, 
static or declining standards of 
living, rising educational stan- 
dards, and constricting para- 
meters of personal and politic- 
al liberties. The main trends 
were as follows: 

— Governments bolstered 
by the vision of substantial and 
endless oQ revenues spent free- 
ly, saw their people become 
addicted to consumer imports, 
and then started borrowing 
heavily in order to continue 
financing a spending spree that 
suddenly saw the collective 
Arab Gross National Product 
measured in hundreds of bil- 
lions of dollars. The fact is, 
during the 1980s, the collective 
foreign debt of the Arab World 
increased from approximately 
S42 billion to nearly $150 bil- 
lion, according to published 
figures which are certainly not 
always very accurate. The real 
total Arab foreign debt is prob- 
ably closer to $200 trillion. 

In the case of Jordan, in 
1988 we were widely quoting a* 
foreign debt figure of around 
S3-S4 billion. When the full 
facts came, out, our foreign 
debt was double this, amount, 
at just over $8 billion. How did 
this happen? How could a gov- 
ernment entrusted with the 
wellbeing and future aspira- 
tions of millions of people hide 
$4 billion in foreign debt from 
the people they were supposed 
to be serving? 

— At the same time as fore- 
ign debt was rising sharply, 
standards of living started to 
drop after 1983, when the 
make-believe world of endless 
oil-fuelled growth came to an 
end. Throughout the 1980s. 
the average per capita Gross 
National Product of the Arab 
World declined by an annual 
average of around 2.5 per cent 
per year. This means that the 
average value of goods and 
services produced by every 


Arab person declined steadily 
during the past decade, due to 
the combination of rising 
population and stagnant or de- 
clining economic output, some 
. countries did register economic 
growth, but the majority de- 
clined, and therefore the net 
average for the entire Arab 
World was a net decline in per 
capita GNP — and please re- 
call, this is the same Arab 
World which was heralded in 
the late 1970s as entering into 
one of history's most fabulous 
periods of wealth creation and 
economic growth. 

This economic regression 
took place m both the oil- 
producing states and die non- 
oil producers. In the oil states, 
the magnitude of the decline 
could be camouflaged because 
of those states' ability to draw 
down their financial reserves in 
order to continue financing 
tbeir annual budgets. Many oQ 
producers started borrowing 
internally in the 1980s, and 
others resorted to international 
borrowing (some of it further 
camouflaged by borrowing 
through semi-state institutions, 
such as government-owned in- 
dustries or financial funds, in- 
stead of straightforward 
sovereign borrowing by die 
government itself). 

Furthermore, Arab govern- 
ments spent hundreds of bil- 
lions of dollars on military 
equipment which was either 
unnecessary or, when used in 
anger, more often than not was 
used against other Arabs, 
whether in domestic or region- 
al circumstances. By the end of 
the 1980s, most Arab econo- 
mies were characterised by 
economic adjustment prog- 
rammes, foreign exchange 
shortages, government spend- 
ing cuts, continued borrowing, 
drawing down reserves, rising 
unemployment and other fac- 
tors that accompany economic 
adjustment programmes. 

— The third key trend in the 
1980s was the steady constric- 
tion of personal liberties and 
-public political freedoms, as 
- governments ■anti rulmg power 
'elites steatfily shut down or 
co-opted institutions or indi- 
viduals who sought to offer a 
differing viewpoint than that 
espoused by the ruling power 
structure. This is how govern- 
ments could hide the true mag- 
nitude of their national econo- 
mic problems from their 
people. 

Parliaments were dosed or 
transformed into sorrowful 
rubber stamps; the press was 
transformed into a giant and 
totally non-cxedible public re- 
lations machine for gov- 
ernmnet; universities and 
schools were turned into 
mass bureaucra- 
cies that turned out hundreds 
of thousands of people who 


were not taught how to think 
for themselves, because their 
societies would not encourage 
such independent thinking af- 
ter thier graduation; and per- 
sonality cults and hero worship 
became the pre-eminent poli- 
tical doctrine of the decade. 

In Jordan’s case, the mis- 
takes of the past were impUdty 
recognised and admitted in 
post-April 1989 government 
moves reversing a range of 
previous measures, such as 
passport confiscations; ban- 
ning journalists and writers; 
replacing the writer’s associa- 
tion and the press manage- 
ments with pathetic, pre-prog- 
rammed puppets and then 
trying to buy off the press with 
promises of higher salaries and 
other material benefits; firing 
employees for their alleged 
political views; and other ex- 
cessive, often megalomanic 
practices that were typical of 
the abuse of power that took 
place in many other Third 
"World countries. 


— The fourth constant in the 
1980s was the cumulative in- 
crease in Arab frustration and 
humiliation, generated by 
domestic and regional factors 
over decades. These factors 
included, a) the ability of Israel 
and its American backers to 
force die Arab World into a 
stalemate of shame, with all of 
Palestine under Israeli control; 
b) the anguish of hearing much 
pan-Arab rhetoric amidst the 
reality of multiple and sus- 
tained inter-Arab conflicts and 
intrigues; c) the spectacle of 
political musical chairs, of 
Arab countries intermittently 
trying to unite with one 
another and then soon after 
degenerating into harsh con- 
frontations, and sometimes 
even military clashes; and, d) 
suffering the indiginity of being 
denied meangmgful opportuni- 
ties by which ordinary people 
or members of national intel- 
ligentsias could participate in 
processes of discussion or elec- 
toral contests that would help 
formulate public policy. By the 
end of rite 1980s. die average 
Arab was fed tip, frustrated,' 
humiliated and angry — but 
could not see a way out of the 
dilemma. 

Arab governments them- 
selves recognised the failure of 
both pan-Arab rhetoric and 
attempts- to foment a narrow, 
state-based nationalism. The 
1980s, therefore, saw the 
triumph of pragmatism in the 
form of sub-regional blocs (the 
GCC, ACC and Maghreb 
Arab Union), winch aimed at 
more practical measures of 
cooperation and integration. 

— While all these negative 
trends were taking their 
course, positive factors were 
generating a massive gras- 
sroots layer of tens of millions 
of people with a new attitude 


that did noi easily tolerate the 
negative trends. These Arabs, 
through literacy, basic educa- 
tion, rising expectations, pri- 
vate enterprise, and contact 
with the rest of the wroW 
through travel and the com- 
munications media, were not 

willing to see their children 
suffer the same problems and 
constraints that bad afflicted 
their own adult lives. The com- 
bination of mass education, 
stability and rising standards of 
living which characterised the 
period from the 1950s to the 
end of the 1970s created a new 
Arab identity which would not 
long suffer the political and 
economic indignities of the 
1980s. A dash was inevitable. 
How or when it would come 
was hard to predict. But it has 
come, and it has taken diffe- 
rent forms in different coun- 
tries. 

Algeria, Egypt, Tunisia, Jor- 
dan, Yemen and Kuwait are 
the countries where the initial 
signs of this change are most 
visible, in the form of free 
electins, credible pari laments, 
political pluralism, an in- 
creasingly free press, the rise 
of a normal domestic political 
infrastructure, and a sharp cur- 
tailment of the ability of gov- 
ernments to restrict the per- 
sonal, political and human 
rights of their people. Other 
Arab countries will follow 
soon. Watch. 


In most cases (Kuwait being 
the exception), economic 
hardship was the short-term 
spark that ignited the fuse of 
national transformation. But 
economic hardships, such as 
price rises and shortages due to 
economic adjustment prog- 
rammes, have to be traced 
back to their full and true 
causes (i.e. all points above). 
Economic mismanagement 
and political shortsightedness 
finally readied their full and 
inevitable historical conclusion 
in the late 1980s. The econo- 
mic crises which swept the 
Arab World after 1985 were 
not just economic crises, but 
rather a manifestation of poli- 
tical shortcomings and fefl ures 
windr could only be treated 
with a radical transformation 
of the domestic and regional 
political culture. 


The model with which the 
Arab World should be equated 
is not Eastern Europe, but 
Eastern Asia. We are follow- 
ing in the footsteps of countries 
such as Taiwan and South 
Korea, where people who en- 
joyed economic prosperity but 
no parallel political develop- 
ment finally demanded plur- 
alistic and open political sys- 
tems. 

It's a long way from Jordan 
and Algeria to Taiwan and 
South Korea. Or is it? Pass the 
springrolls. 
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‘Prisoners of Chernobyl* 
speak out after 4 years 


y 
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By Andrew KateU 
The Associated Press 

NOVIYE GROMYKI, USSR — 
Smiling children skip along, dirt 
paths, kicking up radioactive 
dust. They throw stones in their 
radioactive playground, then go 
home for contaminated meat and 

milk. 

Since cesium, strontium and 
plutonium descended on their 
rooftops, gardens, farms and 
schools four years ago, the people 
of this Byelorussian village and of 
scores more in the Ukraine and 
Russia have been prisoners of 

Chernobyl. 

They are surrounded and con- 
tinuously bombarded by an 
enemy they cannot see, smell or 
bear. They say their government 
and the world have all but forgot- 
ten them. 

In Bartolomeyevka, another 
village, a warm and hearty 
woman named Tatiana T. FChar- 
shunova said: "'They did this to 
us, and we had to live here. Not 
just for a month or two but four 
years. No one paid attention to 
us." 

She and her neigh hours grow 
potatoes and barley in their gar- 
dens. even though the radiation 
level is 40 curies, nearly three 
times the danger level. They can 
recite the figures like scientists, 
but do not seem fully aware of the 
threat. 

“I’m as strong as a horse," 
Irina Y. Kovoleva said. She 
looked down at her 14-month-old 
grandson in her arms and added: 
“He's strong, too." ' 

The boy and his parents were 
scheduled to be evacuated the 
next day. 

“I’ll cry when they leave," the 
grandmother said. "The cemet- 
ery is nearby, so I’ll die and go 
there:" 

Nadezhda N. Dmitrochenko of 
the local governing council said 
she tries to explain the dangers of 
radiation, but "people still don't 
knew what this is. ... It doesn't 
glow and it doesn't whistle."' 

On April 26, 1986, an explo- 
sion and fire destroyed one of 
four reactors at the" Chernobyl 
nuclear power plant in the 
Ukraine, 200 kilometres south- 
, «Kst of. Noviye Gromyki. 

As the children of the .village 
played on a sunny April day four 
years later, chickens and cats 
darted among the green and 
brown wooden huts. 

The only sounds were chickens 
ducking, dogs barking and the 
distant roar of tractors plowing 
contaminated fields in the vast, 
fertile plain traversed by a creek. 

The official death toll from 
Chernobyl remains at 31. but a 
Soviet newspaper said last fall it 
had risen to 250. Scientists still 
predict thousands of deaths will 


(CMtbaned from page 1) 


labour law in 1976 forcibly 
caused the merger of several un- 
ions and since then the federation 
has had 17 members. 

Long-time union members 
dam that the merger was insti- 
gated by the minister of labour at 
the tune in order to quell the 
graving power of union mem- 
bers. Unions and professional 
usodaxions have served as an 
unofficial and sometimes under- 
ground platform for banned poli- 
tical parties and activists since 
1957. 

■ While three onions have histor- 
ically been dominated by politi- 
cally active unionists (mostly lef- 
tists), observers say that the fed- 
. cration has been run by unionists 
ckwe to the "security apparatus 
aad the Muslim Brotherhood 
movement for the last three de- 


Some union members attend- 
ing Monday’s press conference 
tan! they saw the announced 
leadership of the new bloc was 
' only slightly more democratic 
than the federation’s executive 
committee and that the reforms 
had to go much further than the 
memo indicated. Bui others dis- 
agreed. 


HERE is a brief review of tbe Chernobyl oodear accident and its 
aftermath: 

— On April 26, 1986, a fire started in one of the 
four 1, 000-megawatt reactors of tbe nuclear power station at 
Chernobyl, 130 kilometres north of Kiev, capital of the Ukraine. A 
core melt down and explosion followed, sending huge quantities of 
radiation into the atmosphere. The Soviet did not report tbe 
accident until two days later, after Scandinavian complaints of 
unusually high radiation levels. 


EVACUATION — - About 116,000 people were evacuated from 
parts of the Ukraine and Byelorussia, most from a 
14.5 kilometre radios of tbe plant. A pass is required to enter the 
area. Last year, the government decided to evacuate 85 more 
villages in byelornssia, 31 in Russia and 14 in the Ukraine. 


DEATHS — Two people were killed in the accident and 29 are 
officially reported to have died of radiation admass later. Yuri 
Scherbak, a Ukrainian member of tbe national parliament, and 
other say up to 250 have died. An official report commissioned in 
1986 estimated 5,300 people would die over 70 years from cancer 
resulting from radiation exposure. 


COST — Current estimates of cleanup costs are 30 times the 
original eight billion rubles ($13 trillion) at the official exchange 
rate). Surveys by the three republics affected indicate the cost may 
reach 250 billion rabies ($405 billion) over the next decade. 


PLANS FOR CHERNOBYL — The Uk rainian legislature 
decided this year that the plant, whose other three reactors are still 
functioning, should be dosed by 1995. Specialists say shutting it 
down may take up to 10 years. 


be traceable to the accident. 

After years of passivity, the 
people-affected are speaking out. 

Residents of Gomel, the pro- 
vindal capital, plan a strike and 
demonstration Thursday, the 
anniversary, to protest offidal 
handling of what the government 
newspaper Izvestia called “the 
greatest technological catas- 
trophe" in world history. 

Citizens of Kiev, the Ukrainian 
capital 130 kilometres south of 
Chernobyl, also plan demonstra- 
tions. A telethon to raise money 
for victims is scheduled in 
Moscow. 

Protesters demand that offi- 
dals who concealed the extent of 
the danger and delayed evacuat- 
ing contaminated areas be 
brought to trial. They want 
medical care for victims and sup- 
plies of radiation-free food. 

About 70 per cent of the Cher- 
nobyl radiation fell on Byelorus- 
sia and contaminated one-fifth of 
the arable land, an area where 2.2 
million people live. 

Immediately after the aeddent, 
about 25,000 Byelorussians were 
evacuated, but only last year did 
offidals admit the full scope of 
the contamination and dedde to 
resettle 100,000 more. The reset- 


tlement will take five years. Peo- 
ple eat and breath nuclear poison 
in the meantime. 

The programme appears poor- 
ly run. Some evacuees are being 
resettled on land that also is 
contaminated and the govern- 
ment is building new homes, 
schools and offices in areas that 
are being evacuated. 

Most families with young chil- 
dren have been moved out of 
Noviye Gromyki since resettle- 
ment began Jan. 1. 

Those still waiting feel aban- 
doned and frightened. They can- 
not move on their own because 
housing must be found for them. 

“We sit and cry," said Claudia 
A. Kostochka, 75,. who was on a 
bench with two other women, 
sobbing. “They won’t take us. 
We’re pensioners." 

*T lived almost a whole century 
here, raised a son and daughter 
here. Two weeks ago they dosed 
our store, so we’re eating cab- 
bage and cucumber preserves 
from last year. We don’t know 
whether it’s dangerous or not, but 
we have to eat." 

Radiation everywhere 

A farmer said the milk from his 
cows was too radioactive to 


Reformists form new bloc 


“We have been suffering for a 
long time," said one union mem- 
ber who has affiliations with the 
Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine — Jordanian chap- 
ter. "We must now collaborate 
within the federation to create a 
new infrastructure and strengthen 
our links with the Ministry of 
Labour to change some of the 
labour law provisions which are 
totally out of touch with equality 
and democracy,” he said. 

Abu Khourma, the bloc’s vice 
president, was attacked by union- 
ists in the audience for his parti- 
cipation in the federation’s pre- 
vious executive committee and 
was asked to answer some of the 
accusations of mismanagement. 
Abu Khourma pointed out that 
“in the age of democracy rules 
have changed” and that “what we 

are asking for is the opening of all 

books; may they be financia l 
accounts or the figures for the 
actual number of members in 
each union.'’ 

In a memorandum in which the 
10 union presidents announced 
their boycott of Sunday’s elec- 
tions, they cited article 32 of the 
labour law as a legal obstacle to 
the election. “"The law dearly 
states that all trade unions’ books 
must be examined and their con- 
tents known before any election 


of the executive committee can 
take place. That did not happen. 
Therefore the elections are null 
and void before they even be- 
gan,” Rashid said. 

' The composition of the new 
bloc is a mixture of unionists 
dose to the Communist Party, 
some very "establishment’* un- 
ionists and one Islamist. 

Asked if tbe political character 
of tbe bloc was desirable, one 
unionist, who like most of the 
politically active unionists in Jor- 
dan has had more left and pan- 
Arab leanings, said he welcomed 
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Bfc ACC and then to embrace all 
Arab states who are willing to join. 

Last February, Jordan, Iraq, Egypt 
and North Yemen signed an agree- 
njon for cooperation in the fields of 
oil and gas during a summit meeting 
of the four heads of state. 

Egyptian Oil Minister Abdul Hath 
Qaadcri also delivered a speech in 
®hkb he stressed the importance of 

™*ioe Arab economic integration, 
.Taking note of threats to Iraq ap® 
dangers inherent in Soviet Jewish 
Bnmigration to the occupied Arab 
kfrtaries, Qanded said that Arab 
should work towards increased 
•rif-iefiance. 

"Antb ofl-produang states have a 


powerful weapon that needs, to be 
developed to increase self-reliance, 
be told the meeting. 

Citing an example, he sod Egypt 
has been successful m aehM^mtg 80 
ner cent independence in the field of 
oil production. He offered Egyptian 

expertise for the use of ACC member 

North Yemeni Oil Minister A hma d 
Mihni called for accelerating the pro- 
cess of o3 industrialisation to reduce 
dependence on developed countries. 
He said Arab resources were being 
drained through dep endenc e on fore- 
ign oil exploration companies. ^ ^ 
Earlier Monday, the four ministers 
were received by H» Majesty King 

Badran. The King urged the mmsten 

roijUensifytheirefibristowardscoor- 
dmaring uot among their respective 
ministries and institutions. 
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Slum women win new lease in life 


drink, so he sells it to the govern- 
ment, which makes it into butter. 
He said the butter was supposed 
to be safe. 

Many others interviewed said 
they drank the milk because there 
was no alternative. Many more 
said they did not bother to have 
their home produce checked at a 
local radiation laboratory. 

Soil and dust carry radioactive 
particles. 

The only paved surfaces in 
Noviye Gromyki are one street 
and the grade school playground 
at No. 13 Lenin Street. Winds 
blow dust from the dirt roads and 
fields onto the asphalt and 'the 
people, and into their homes. 

Residents are warned not to 
gather firewood from the highly 
radioactive forests nearby. Burn- 
ing it makes their stoves into what 
specialists have called “mini-reac- 
tors." 

Villagers are supposed to wash 
frequently, but they are allowed 
only one bar of soap a month, the 
same as anyone else. Soap is 
rationed in most of the country. 

Each household gets 30 rubles 
a month from the government to 
buy uncontaminated food, but ir 
is hard to find. Thirty rubles are 
worth $49 at the official exchange 
rate, but much less in reality. 

In Vetka, a few kilometres 
south of Noviye Gromyki, chil- 
dren are fed "dean" meals at 
high school No. 1 and the crumb- 
ling cement floors are washed 
several times a day. 

Outside, their protection 
against radiation consists of 
paved playground and a concrete 
barrier to keep them off the 
sidewalk where contaminated dirt 
falls from the roof. Students are 
supposed to rinse their shoes in a 
pan of water at the school entr- 
ance, but many don’t. 

Several students said they 
ignored warnings and rode bikes 
in the forest. They complained of 
headaches and exhaustion, which 
they blamed on fallout. 

- To the list of ailments the 
Chernobyl generation suffers, 
school prindpal Nikolai N. Shati- 
lo added bloody noses, swollen 
thyroid glands and vision loss. 
The radiation level at high school 
No. 1 is two to three times 
.normal. 

"We can’t provide normal con- 
ditions in school," he said. 
"There's only one thing to do; 
Take them to a clean zone. We 
must save the children. They are 
our future." 

One student said she was bitter 
because no one seemed to care, 
not even the doctors who ex- 
amine her dass twice a year. 

A 16-year-old boy said: “We’re 
sick and tired of all the checkups. 
What are they for? AH they do is 
keep saying everything’s 
normal." 


the mixture. 

“Our aim is reform here above 
everything else and having people 
of politically different shades 
actually adds to the movement’s 
credibility,” he said. “Leftists, 
traditionalists and Islamists have 
joined forces to ask for labour 
law reforms and more rights for 
workers; it’s a first," be said. 

The bloc’s leadership has con- 
tacted parliamentarians belong- 
ing to the Lower House’s Demo- 
cratic Bloc and are expected to 
meet with the minister of labour 
Tuesday to discuss the situation. 


By William Qnyango 

NAIROBI, Kenya — A few 
yean ago, they were poor land- 
less women whose only source of 
income was prostitution and sell- 
ing tbe traditional illicit drink 
“chang’aa” — referred to here as 
“(dll me quick" because of its 
lethal effects. 

Today, the Humama women’s 
group is a shining example of the 
determination of poor women 
from the Mathare slums of Nairo- 
bi to change their lives. 

Their determination is yielding 
results on recently acquired plots 
of land where they are building 
houses. And they have won a 
four million shillings 
(U.S. $186,000) contract to make 
roofing tiles. 

The Humama women’s group 
began as a loose collection of 
women’s self-help societies, 
under the auspices of the Undugu 
Society. 


The Undugu (brotherhood) 
Society is best known for its work 
with disadvantaged street people 
from the grim Nairobi slums, 
concentrating on getting young 
boys off the streets and away 
from the temptations of crime 
and drugs. It was in that same 
spirit that the Undugu project 
became interested in the scat- 
tered women's groups. 

Formed in 1988, Humama was 
registered as a self-help group 
with 240 members. According to 
its secretary, Perpetua Omari, 
“membership is open to all 
women who are poor or land- 
less." 

Initially, the women earned a 
living from small-scale hawking 
and vegetable selling. But their 
activities attracted the atzention 
of an organisation known as Shel- 
ter Afrique which proposed that 
the women make roofing tiles. 

"Our representative picked on 
roofing tiles becase he was aware 


of a ready market from In- 
termediate Technology Work- 
shop (rrW)," said a Shelter Afri- 
que spokesman. "ITW was look- 
ing for sub-contractors after win- 
ning a tender to supply roofing 
tiles for Nairobi's Komorock 
Housing Scheme." 

Although Humama lacked ex- 
pertise, Shelter Afrique orga- 
nised training and within a few 
weeks the women were ready to 
begin business after receiving a 
loan from the Africa Housing 
Fund (AHF) — a programme 
sponsored by Shelter Afrique — 
which has to be repaid by the end 
of 1993. 

Since March 1989, the women 
have been working round the 
clock in two shifts, from 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m. and from 5 p.m. to S a.m. 

They are determined to pro- 
vide sufficient roofing tiles for the 
Komorock Housing Scheme. This 
scheme, in the words of Kenya's 
Lands and Housing Minister, 


Darius Mbela, "will be the largest 
single housing project in black 
Africa and will provide shelter for 
10,000 house owners." 

Hie women have moved out of 
the Mathare slums and thus away 
from the lifestyle which involved 
the selling of their dignity 

"The activity of making tiles 
has greatly improved the living 
standards of these poor women. 
Creating employment opportuni- 
ties for them relieves them from 
unproductive activities," says 
Alfonse Mbakaya. a freelance 
photographer in Nairobi. 

According to Perpetua Omari: 
“The money they receive from 
the contract is sent to the group's 
account while some is paid to 
individuals as part of their month- 
ly wages.” 

Some women with formal 
training work as bookkeepers, 
secretaries, business administra- 
tors and machine operators — 
PANOS. 
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Bonn agrees to one-one conversion rate 


BONN (R) — BoiJi yielded to 
East German pressure Monday 
and agreed to convert East 
Germany's nearly worthless 
currency into West German 
marks at the highly favourable 
exchange rate of one-to-one. 

Government spokesman 
Dieter Vogel said Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl’s centre-right 
coalition had decided wages, 
pensions and some savings 
could be swapped at parity 
when the Germanys enter a 
currency and economic union. 
But he stopped short of East 
Berlin's demand that all sav- 
ings be converted at one-to- 
one. 

“The government and coali- 
tion have agreed after inten- 
sive discussions... on the out- 
lines of a treaty with East 
Germany to establish a curren- 
cy union and an economic and 


social community," Vogel said 
in a statement. 

“The West German govern- 
ment’s offer reflects its sense of 
responsibility for economic 
and social developments in 
both parts of Germany and the 
stability of the D-mark,” 
Vogel said. 

Bonn's draft treaty, the text 
of which was not released, will 
be put to East Germany's new 
conservative-led government 
in formal negotiations starting 
soon. 

East Germany has said it 
wants t alks this week on a 
treaty covering economic, so- 
da! and monetary union. 

Both countries see currency 
and economic union as a pre- 
lude to full political unifica- 
tion. 


Bundesbank overruled 

The Bonn government 
appeared to have overruled the 
objections of the Bundesbank, 
the country's powerful and 
fiercely independent central' 
bank, which had argued that a 
general parity rate would be 
too generous and stoke infla- 
tion. 

The Bundesbank took part 
in two days of talks that pro- 
duced Monday’s agreement, 

Bonn will offer to convert 
personal cash and savings of up 
to 4,000 marks ($2350) at one- 
to-one, twice the level prop- 
osed by the Bundesbank sever- 
al weeks ago. Savings above 
4,000 marks will be swapped at 
two-fbT-one. 

Vogel said Kohl's Christian 
Democrats (CDU), its right- 
wing sister party the Christian 


Social Union (CSU) and the 
liberal Free Democrats (FDP) 
were determined to achieve 
economic and social union by 
July. 

Although Bonn’s offer rep- 
resented a concession overall, 
some of the details appeared 
likely to cause controversy in 
the talks with East Germany. 

East German Prime Minister 
Lothar de Mamere’s govern- 
ment, elected last month in die 
country’s first free vote after 
the downfall of the communist 
regime, want all savings to be 
swapped at parity. 

It was also said workers and 
pensioners should be compen- 
sated for planned scrapp ing of 
subsidies and price controls on 
baric necessities as East Ger- 
many introduces a free-market 


However, Vogel said that 
while wages would be con- 
verted at One-for-one, they 
would not be raised from cur- 
rent levels to compensate East 
. Germans for higher prices. 
West Germans earn for more 
than East Germans even at 
parity rates. 

Pensions wfll be raised to 
West German levels, meaning 
that workers will get a max- 
imum of 70 per cent of their 
final net income after 45 years’ 
service. Vogel said Bonn 
would make sure no pension- 
ers were worse off after curren- 
cy onion. 

Die debts of East German 
companies would be converted 
into Deutscbemarks at two- 
for-one. 

The East mark currency 
trades on the black market at 
around five to one. 


Power rationing cripples many Philippine firms 


MANILA (Agencies) — The 
government cut power to 300 
major buildings in Manila Mon- 
day as part of a new energy 
rationing scheme aimed at deal- 
ing with debilitating daily power 
.shortages that are undermining 
national economic development. 

Trading at Manila's twin stock 
exchanges went on, but banks cut 
working hours while offices with 
power generators maintained 
only skeleton staff levels, includ- 
ing multinationals in Makati, the 
country’s financial centre. 

l/nder the scheme worked out 
by government and the private 
sector, 302 government and com- 
mercial buildings which consume 
100 kilowatts a day agreed not to 
- use power from the national grid 
for five Mondays starting April 23 
to May 28. 

Officials said the rationing 
would enable the state-owned 
National Power Corp. to pump 
water into reservoir to guarantee 
electricity for the rest of the work 
week. 


Factories, which bave a sepa- 
rate voluntary power rationing 
programme, are not covered by 
the scheme. Restaurants, hotels 
and shopping malls using gener- 
ators were operating normally. 

Philippine Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industry President 
Aurelio Periquet said business- 
men backed the government's 
plan to ration power, but he said: 
'This will have a serious effect on 
investors.” 

“The country is on the skids," 
said Roy Nicolas, an analyst at 
Bebjon Securities. “The brokers 
might as well go bade to farming 
since there is nothing happening 
in the bourses.” 

The power breakdowns have 
threatened to stall the country’s 
economic development, already 
set bade by last December's sixth 
and bloodiest army coup attempt 
against Aquino. 

Central Bank Governor Jose 
Cnisia said last week the Philip- 
pine real growth target of six per 
cent this year would have to be 


revised because of the effects of 
the serious power problem. 

The private think-tank, Centre 
for Research and Communica- 
tions, said growth this year might 
fall to about four per cent from 
last year’s 5.6 per cent because of 
the power crisis. 

The daily power outages affect- 
ing homes and offices last up to 
six hours daily. 

Among the plans of foe Task 
Force on Energy is a four-day 
work-week for five consecutive 
weeks for all government em- 
ployees and selected private 
firms. 

Homes and commercial estab- 
lishments will continue to experi- 
ence a series of two-bour electric- 
ity outages during the day. 

Electricity in factories is being 
cut off one day a week for four 
hours starting 5 p.m, in a scheme 
euphemistically called a “volun- 
tary curtailment programme,” 
wherein owners are given, a 
choice on which day they would 
like power to be shut off. 


Committee officials said that 
these factories face an eight-hour 
electricity cut one day a week in 
case the energy crisis worsens. 

Blame 

The Aquino a dmi nis tra tion has 
blamed the power crisis on a 
drought and typhoons that dam- 
aged major electric plants. The 
last typhoon struck more than a 
year ago. 

Bnt major businessmen Marne 
alleged incompetence in the 
Aquino administration for the 
power crisis, which they say is 
discouraging foreign investment 
despite government claims to foe 
contrary. 

National Power Corporation 
President Ernesto Abottiz said his 
office had foreseen foe shortage 
since Aquino assumed the pres- 
idency in 1986. He said his prop- 
osals for alternative energy 
sources have not been approved 
by foe executive. 

On Sunday, Aquino told a 



Conan Aquino 


nationwide radio broadcast that 
the economy had boomed be- 
cause foreign investments came 
in and businessmen began to have 
confidence in her government. 

“Our economy is surging for- 
ward because of our newfound 
freedom,” Aquino said. 

She urged all rebel forces to 
surrender “so that you can be- 
nefit from our progress that we all 
are experiencing.” 


Moscow hints it could 
ay farmers more 


MOSCOW (R) — Moscow 
hinted Monday that it could pay 
farmers more for grain and other 
crops this year to stimulate pro- 
duction but told consumers that 
the cost of fruit and vegetables 
would have to reflect supply and 
demand. 

The suggestion was made by 
Vladilen Nikitin, chairman of the 
Commission for Food and Pro- 
curement, in the clearest sign yet 
of government determination to 
crack down on the setting of 
prices, many kept artificially low 
for decades. 

Nikitin told the Communist 
Party daily Pravda procurement 
prices for grain and other crops 
would be reviewed in the coming 
harvest in wbat was seen as a 
move to increase production. 

Soviet harvests have for years 
been dogged by shortages caused 
by poor weather and transport 
problems, but Nikitin said pros- 
pects for this year's winter-sown 
crop looked good. 

Crop problems have made the 
Soviet Union the world’s biggest 
grain importer and have caused 
discontent because bad harvests 
mean less for animal feed and 
longer queues for scarcer meat. 

“The Council of Ministers will 
review the procurement price of 
grain and several other crops in 
this harvest.” said Nikitin. “But 
prices for potatoes, vegetables, 
fruit and berries will take into 
account the forces of supply and 
demand.” 


Complete overhaul 

Nikitin gave no other details of 
the price review. An increase in 
procurement prices is seen by 
experts here as part of an even- 
tual overhaul of food prices, now 
heavily subsidised. 

But there are growing signs 
that an ambitious package of 
economic reforms, under study 
by President Mikhail Gorbachev 
and his advisory council, has run 
into trouble and win be delayed. 

Officials have said the package 
will include laws on private enter- 
prise, banking, foreign invest- 
ment, the breakup of state 
monopoly powers, taxation and 
price reforms. 

"There are so many conflicting 
signals coming out on the econo- 
mic reform,” said one Western' 
diplomat. “But any change in 
procurement prices, any increase, 
would be a major component of 
price reform." 

He said the reform now 
appeared to be in trouble, adding 
it was unclear where procurement 
price increases would fit in with 
the programme. “Not long ago it 
was urgent, drop everything for 
reform. Now there seem to be 
major delays.” 

Ivan Laptev, chairman of one 
of two bouses of parliament, said 
last week the reforms would be 
introduced “at the end of the 
current session, or foe beginning 
of foe autumn session." 

The package originally had 



Mikhail Gorbachev 

been due to be presented by May 
1. Die current session of pariia- 
ment ends on May 25, and no 
date has been set for foe ope-, 
ning of the autumn session. 

President Gorbachev said 
Thursday his top advisers had 
ordered further revision in the 
package after two days of discus- 
sions marked by disagreements. 

Nikitin said the winter wheat 
crop was generally in good shape, 
with less acreage than usual lost 
to bad weather and other prob- 
lems. 

“The sowing of winter wheat 
has survived winter a lot better’ 
than in recent years,” he said. 


Japan likely to escape 
U.S. list of unfair traders 

WASHINGTON (R) — Japan is 
likely to escape President George 
Bush's sanctions this week when 
he announces Washington’s list of 
unfair traders with a threat of 
tough punishment, trade experts 
say. 

Japan, which has a chronic 
S50-billion trade surplus with the 
United States, was accused last 
year of unfair trading practices, 
and has since agreed to reform 
some of its business methods and 
to open several of its markets to 
U.S. goods. 

Bush's decision to spare the 
Japanese this year from the so- 
called super 301 clause of the 
1988 trade act would come de- 
spite strong demands they be 
targeted again. 

Some key government officials, 
including Commerce Secretary 
Robert Mosbacher and U.S. 

Trade Representative Carla 
Hills, who often back domestic 
business interests in White House 
decision-making, are said to be 
urging that Japan be cited. 

The National Association of 
Manufacturers (NAM) said in a 
statement that despite some 


newly-opened markets — promp- 
ted by last year’s citation — 
U.S. -Japanese trade tensions 
have worsened. 

‘To decrease that pressure 
now would imply that there is 
little more to be done at this time. 
That is the wrong message,” it 
said. 

Under super 301, Bush must 
cite by April 30 any nation that 
has persistent unfair trade prac- 
tices affecting U.S. exports. 
Named nations must open dosed 
markets cited in a year, or face 
increased tariffs of up to 100 per 
cent on its exports to the United 
States. 

Officials said Bush, through 
the U-S- trade representative, 
would act on super 301 this week. 

Some U.S. trade officials argue 
that new trade accords with Japan 
in fields ranging from satellites 
and supercomputers to sweeping 
institutional market-opening 
moves augur well for reducing 
the huge U.S. trade deficit. 

Some trade experts say that 
citing Japan again would jeopar- 
dise the goodwill that has been 
developing with Japan, especially 


since the recent meeting between 
Bush and Japanese Prime Minis- 
ter Toshiko Kaifu in Palm 
Springs, California, where Kaifu 
pledged to lower his nation’s 
trade barriers. 

Secretary of State James Baker 
and Treasury Secretary Nicholas 
Brady are also said to be opposed 
to naming Japan again because of 
international diplomatic and 
financial concerns. 

Last year, Japan was cited for 
its dosaJ markets in satellites,' 
supercomputers and wood pro- 
ducts. 

Agreements have been reached 
in opening foe satellite and super- 
computer markets and an agree- 
ment is said to be neare cm wood 
products. 

Also, a bilateral agreement to 
reform Japan's structural barriers 
to trade was announced April 5. 

This included pledges from 
Japan to enforce its anti-trust 
laws more effectively and to 
make it easier for businessmen to 
open up supermarkets and large 
stores, which would be more like- 
ly to stock foreign goods than 
Japan’s many small shops. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Monday, April 23, 1990 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Stealing 
Dcntacfa emar fc 
Swiss banc 


Bur SeB 
670.0 674.0 
1097.0 1103.6 

395.7 mi 

449.7 452-4 


bench banc 117.8 118J 

Japanese yen (for 100) 42S.4 428.0 

Dutch guilder 351.7 353.8 

Swedish crown 109.4 110.1 

Indian lira (for 100) 53.9 54.2 

Belgian banc (for 10) 191.4 1925 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against foe dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


1.6355/65 

U.S. dollar 

1.1615/25 

Canadian dollar 

1.6960/65 

Deotscfaemarks 

1.9075/85 

Dutch guilders 

1.4900/10 

Swiss francs 

35.03/08 

Belgian francs 

5.6890/6940 

French francs 

1244/1245 

Italian lire 

157.60/70 

Japanese yen 

.6.1325/75 

Swedish crowns 

6-5625/75 

Norwegian crowns 

6.4470/4520 

Danish crowns 

375.60/376.00 

U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


SYDNEY — Heavy selling in some leading industrial stocks pushed 
Australia's share market to a sharply weaker close. The All 
Ordinaries Index ended 8.9 points down at 1,483.2. 

TOKYO -—Share prices closed broadly down but off their lows in 
extremely thin trading as pre -holiday caution and worries about 
Wall Street declines drove players to foe sidelines. The Nikkei 
Index dosed 156.37 points down at 29,679.07. 

BONG KONG — Consolidation after last week’s strong perform- 
ance kept trading in a narrow range and foe Hang Seng Index 
shed 10.44 points to 3,056.86. 

SINGAPORE — Prices fell further in the afternoon to dose 
sharply lower on continued liquidation in quiet and thin trading. 
The Straits Times Industrial Index fefl 15.95 points to 1,504.61. 

BOMBAY — Prices recovered from a weak start to finish higher. 
The Bombay Stock Exchange rose 5.21 points to 792.57. Hie 
National Index gained 1.70 to 419.76. 

FRANKFURT — Plans for a broad swap rate of one-to-one in 
German monetary union further depressed a jittery market. The 
Dax index dosed down 46.83 points at 1,837.50. 

ZURICH — The Zurich stock exchange was closed Monday for a 
local holiday. Trading rersumes Tuesday. On Friday, foe All- 
Share SPI Index dosed 3.1 points higher at 1,070. 

PARIS — French share prices ended near their lows for foe day in 
quiet trading, reacting to a sharp drop on Wall Street and 
profit-taking after a strong rally Friday. The CAC-40 Index ended 
39.55 points lower at 2,089.77. 

LONDON — Shares closed sharply lower in depressed trading 
after U.K. money data and a steep loss on Wan Street 
discouraged investors. The FTSE Index ended 27.9 points lower 
at 2,159.2. 

NEW YORK — Wall Street stocks showed deep losses across the 
board amid investor concern about recent bond price losses and 
chance of an increase in U.S. interest rates. The Dow was off 
34.24 points at 2,661.71 at 1700 GMT. 


Have and have-not nations 
battle over trade, politics 

. a c;. 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Have-not countries mil try this 
week to convince wealthier states 
that simply developing open mar- 
kets win not turn their debt- 
ridden economies around — they 
need international help. 

The U.N. General Assembly’s 
five-day special session on econo- 
mic cooperation that oepns Mon- 
day will hear nearly every nation 
in foe world attempt to steer 
future development programmes 
in its direction. 

“Developed countries are 
trying to convince foe developing 
countries that if they put their 
bouse in order everything will faD 
into place,” said Enrique Ter 
Horst, a U.N. assistant secretary- 
general for development re- 
search. 

“But those developing nations 
who have seen commodities 
prices fell for 10 years and have a 
high debt feel no internal policies 
will do foe trick,” he added. 

“Actually both sides are 
right... but it is no coincidence 
that for the last 10 years over 70 
countries have been suffering 
from the same symptoms,” he 
said. 

Arguments on a final declara- 
tion, which is no-binding, are 


nevertheless being taken serious- 
ly by the assembly — and by foe 
United States, which reluctantly 
agreed to take part and whose 
is considered . important. 

As the largest single foreign aid 
contributor, foe United States is 
not entirety happy with any of the 
three draft declarations, from 
Bolivia for foe non-aligned coun- 
tries, from Canada and from Ire- 
land for the European Commun- 
ity (EC). 

“There is always a tendency to 
believe that the developing world 
needs to have too much delivered 
too rapidly without enough con- 
cern about domestic policy," said 
U.S. Ambassador Thomas Picker- 

fog- . .. 

Keeping to one side in discus- 
sions so far are Eastern European 
nations, who have recently 
announced radical economic 
changes, and according to U.N. 
studies, are expected to divert 
some resources from Latin Amer- 
ica in the short term. 

They are not insisting their 
policies be endorsed or that the 
fi nan ring be necessarily prom- 


Ambassador Siegfried Zactaumn 
in the past has been a vocal 
spokesman in U.N. debates, is 
staying dose to West Germany 
this week. 

East Berlin’s new right-wing 
economic cooperation minister, 
Hans- Wilhelm Ebeling, is flying 
to New York with his West Ger- 
man counterpart, Juergen Want- 
ke, aboard a Bonn government 
aircraft in foe first such joint 
international mission. They will 
coordinate speeches and appear 
at a joint press conference. 

However, Ter Hoist believes 
the “main challenge” of the Spe- 
cial session is to integrate into foe 
world economy nations in Africa 
and Latin America which have 
beuefitted the least from a revival 
of world economic growth and 
trade. 

“Most of these countries today 
have moved from having un viable 
economies to being unviable 
societies,’’ and are selling every- 
thing at any price to service foe 
debt, he said. 

“They are unable to think in 
long-term concepts and address 


oted by foe United Nations," said - their immediate survival — or 
U.N. Assistant Secretary- their people, like their resources, 
General Goran Ohhn. will continue walking from sooth 

And East Germany, whose to north.” ______ 


Output 

commitment 

eludes 

OPEC 

NICOSIA (R) — No member of 
foe Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) has 
so far committed itself to cutting 
its crude output, the Middl e East 
Economic Survey (MEES) re- 
ported. 

The Nicosia-based oil industry 
newsletter said market rumours 
that “Saudi Arabia was to cut 
output by 400,000-500,000 barrels 
per day (BPD) were without 
foundation.” 

OPEC announced last week 
that it will hold an urgent meeting 
of its market monitoring commit- 
tee on May 2 in Geneva and the 
news put a floor under sa gging 
world spot off market prices. 

Excess output by Gulf Arab 
members of OPEC coupled with 
weak seasonal demand pushed 
prices almost $6 down since the 
beginning of this year. 

Oil ministers of OPEC’s big 
Gulf producers, Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait and foe United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), met in Jeddah 
last week to discuss the weak 
prices in the market. 

The newsletter said some 
OPEC beads of state were also 
involved in behind the scene dis- 
cussions. 

“MEES understands that the 
objective of current OPEC con- 
sultations is to secure agreement 
on an OPEC-wide temporary 
production cutback to steady the 
market during what is left of foe 
second quarter between the be- 
ginning of May and the end of 
June." 

The newsletter said there 
would be no discussion on quota 
or ceiling numbers, and the cuts 
— if there were to be any — 
would be voluntary and across- 
the-board. 

“It is emphasised that such an 
agreement should be arrived at 
on a voluntary basis, in an atmos- 
phere free of political pressures 
and efforts to impute blame for 
overproduction. ” 

The newsletter added that 
OPEC states aim to complete 
the broad lines of tbe agreement 
before May 2, so that the meeting 
itself would be brief — merely to 
ratify a finalised deal. 

It said preliminary soudings 
indicate that the Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council (GCC) members in 
OPEC — Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) and Qatar — would be 
prepared to go along with a five 
per cent reduction from actual 
present output on an across-the-. 
board basis. 

Five per emit amounts to 1.2 
million BPD assuming OPEC 
output at 24 million BPD, MEES 
said. 

The newsletter added that 
other members of OPEC "would 
no doubt favour a bigger cot — 
up to 10 per cent is being men- 
tioned in some codes — and a 
more selective pattern of alloca- 
tion, patting die emphasis on those 
who are producing over quota.” 

MEES' said the question of 
quotas for tbe second half could 
be left for discussion at the end- 
lane regular conference. 


HOROSCOPE NOT RECEIVED 



THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harrli 



'The networks spepd millions of 
dollars to get my attention. 
How much do YOU spend?” 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
v by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


DnecromUe these totr Juntas, 
one latter to each square, to farm 
tour onfinary words. 
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WHAT HAPPENED 
WHEN THERE WAS A 
SQUABBLE AMONG 
THE ASTRONAUTS'? 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Wan^tere: THEY 00X11X13 


Saturday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 
Jumbles: EMPTY DAISY BODICE VIRILE 
Answer Their relative who was known tor bis 
-^|n©M must have been this— 

"CLOSE” 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Virginia L. Yates 


ACROSS 
1 Miss 

5 Rocky ridges 
10 Quip 

14 Moslem title 

15 “Dallas" 
matriarch 

18 Ace 

17 Prod to action 

20 Cuts apart 

21 Addresses 

22 Rumple 

24 Explosive 
devices 

25 Moss Hart's 

One" 

28 1049 

29 WW1I agency 

30 Status — 

33 "Utopia" 

author 
35 Ctod 
37 Financially 
safe 

39 Defying 
danger 

42 Thick fabric 

43 Elation 

44 Up and doing 

45 Afore 

48 Sault — Marie 
48 Prescriptions 
for short 

50 Conceit 

51 Moil's guy 

52 Kind at poker 
54 Season tha 

popcorn again 
57 Snap 

61 Doubly beset 

65 Provokes 

66 Cuomo of NY 

67 Louver 

66 Aukf long — 

69 Punish In a 
way 

70 Far. prof. 

DOWN 

1 Science 
milieus 

2 Flu's relative 

3 Switchblade 

4 MA city 

5 Transfer 
8 Ouphe 

7 Actor WaUaeh 
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8 Douglas — 

9 Vacillate 

10 Inigo or John 
Paul 

11 Forever — 
day 

12 Sneak a look 

13 Bobbtea the 
ball 

18 Seat or stick 
19. Sort of snooty 
23 Trudged 
34 Fax machines 

25 Plenty of 

26 Data for a 
aportaeaster 

27 Une 

30 Truly 

31 Strip a ship 

32 "— A 
Nightingale” 

34 Spud bud 
36 Hooter 
38 One — kind 

40 Pump piece 

41 School need 
47 Clan Symbols 


Yesterday'* Paata Solved: 


nnna nnnn nr 
nngr? nnnn nr 
rjgnra nrcnn nr 
Rgnnnnnnnnnr 
ruin nnn 

™ n nSg HB n !Kr 

nnnon nmn f, 
nrjnrifi nrrnn r, 


49 Rida the 
waves 

SI Ship part ' 

53 Certain 

- believer 

54 Slugger’s stat 

55 Awesome 

50 fir. carbine 


58 A Gardner ■’ 

59 Enthusiasm 
to It fortress 

City 

62 Snooze 

63 — la la 

64 Hit the 
Jackpot. • 





Ethiopians turn attention^ 
to world championships 


LONDON (R) — Ethiopia's elite 
marathon runners, who enjoyed 
mixed fortunes in Sunday’s Rot- 
terdam and London events, tom 
their attention now to next year’s 

Third World championships. 

Abebe Mekonnen and Tesfaye 
Datfi finished second and third 
respectively in Rotterdam Son- 
day. But Bclayneh Densimo, who 
set t he work! best of two hoars six 
minutes 50 seconds in Rotterdam 
two years ago, dropped out in his 
London debut. 

.The London and Rotterdam 
marathons were the last of the 
major northern spring marathons 
and the Ethiopians will now re- 
turn home. 

“It’s a little tuing,” coach 
Tolosa Kotu said last week. 
“They’D all rest and after that 
they stan preparations for the 
world championships. ” 

Ever since Abebe B flrila pad- 
ded barefoot through the warm. 
Roman night to win the 1960 
Olympic marathon gold, Ethio- 
pians have been to the forefront 
- of world distance r unning . 

Bikila became the first man to 
retain the Olympic title in Tokyo 
on 1964 and he was succeeded as 
champion four years later by 


compatriot Mamo Wolde. 

But in recent years the Ethio- 
pians’ efforts have been largely 
thwarted by their country's politi- 
cians, who have boycotted three 
of foe last four Olympics. 

Kotu, who finished fourth in 
the Moscow games 10,000 metres 
behind his compatriot Miruts Yif- 
ter, was a victim of the 1984 
boycott. 

Disillusioned, he turned to 
coaching and now concentrates 
on the 5,000 and 10,000 runners 
while Neguissie Roba coaches the 
marathon exponents. 

KotU accompanied Densimo 
and Dereje Nedi to London this 
year whQe Roba travelled with 
Mekonnen and Dadi to Rotter- 
dam. 

Stopping frequently to consult 
with Densimo, as the world's 
fastest marathon runner relaxed 
on his hotel bed, Kotu outlined in 
an interview the Ethiopians’ pre- 
paration. 

Kotu said foe selectors selected 
a squad after watching the Abebe 
Bikila memorial marathon, the 
armed force marathon and the 
police force marathon. 

“We pick three groups of run- 
ners, including an elite squad of 


10 to 15 people. There is also a 
second group and a third group of 
youngsters. From these groups 
we select two or three of the best 
athletes for the Tokyo, Rotter- 
dam and London marathon.” 

"They undergo three months* 
special training in the high alti- 
tude of the capital city Addis 
.Ababa,” he said. 

For two months foe runners 
cover 160-180 kilometres a week 
in training, reducing the distance 
in the last month to concentrate 
on speed work. 

A fresh squad will be selected 
this year after the three local 
marathons and preparation for 
the Tokyo world championships 
will start in earnest in September. 

Kotu was prophetically pessi- 
mistic about his runners 1 chances 
in Sunday’s race. 

“It’s too cold for us,” he said, 
looking out of the window at the 
rain pelting down on the London 
streets. 

The weather had not relented 
Sunday and the cold and the wet 
forced Densimo to withdraw 
i shortly after the halfway mark 
■with ankle and tendon injuries. 


Aguilera wins 
Nice Open 


NICE, France (R) — Juan 
Aguilera of Spain continued his 
climb back towards the top of 
world tennis with a three-set vic- 
tory over Frenchman Guy Forget 
in the final of the $260,000 Nice 
Open Sunday. 

Agtiflera, ranked in the world’s 
top 10 six years ago, won a 
sterile, rain-interrupted match 
played almost entirely from the 
baseline 2-6, 6-3, 6-4. 

So unadventurous was the play : 
from both men that virtually ev- 
ery point was decided on un- 
forced errors. 

Aguilera made a lot in the first 
set as Forget went into a 5-0 lead 
but then the Spaniard steadied 
and waited for the Frenchman to 
crumble slowly. 

“I was a bit nervous at the start 
and he began very strongly,” 
Aguilera said. “But later I de- 
cided to be more patient and I 
think that changed it. I was able 
to win foe points from the back of 
the court.” 

The crowd spent as much time 
looking up at the heavens to 
check the imminence of the next 
downpour as they did watching 
the match on centre court. 
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A.C. Milan shows brave face 


By Reuters 

A.C. MILAN, their Italian soc- 
cer league title hopes ail but 
shattered, are refusing to dwell 
on Sunday’s controversial defeat 
at Verona, during which their 
coach and three players were sent 
off. 

“We have already forgotten 
this match. Now we’re thinking 1 
about the Italy Cup,” dub mana- 
ger Adriano G alliani said. 

Trainer Arrigo Sacchi, Dutch 
internationals Marco Van Basten 
and Frank Rijkaard and defender 
Alessandro Costa curta, were all 
dismissed by Sicilian referee 
Rosario Lo Bello. 

Milan, who had been leading 

1- 0 at halftime finally went down 

2- 1, allowing arch-rivals Napoli to 
pull two points dear at the top of 
the first division with only one 
game remaining. 

“We promised each other not 
to talk about the match, nor the 
tide, nor even Lo Bello and not 
even a 100 lire coin,” Galliani 
said pointedly. 

Two weeks ago a coin thrown 
from foe crowd during a match 
against Atalanta hit Napoli’s 
Brazilian striker Ale mao. 

The Italian football authorities 


overturned foe result of the 
match because of the incident, 
awarding Napoli a 2-0 win instead 
of a 0-0 draw. The result brought 
them level with Milan. • 

Hie Verona controversy over- 
shadowed Dutch superstar Ruud 
Gullit’s return to Milan after 11 
months sidelined through injury. 

The match went Verona's way 
in the half hour Gullit was on the 
field. 

Gullit said: “We want to win 
everything and we still have 
several possibilities,” Milan will 
be defending their European Cup 
title in Vienna on May 23 against 
Portugal's Benfica and they meet 
Juventus in the Italy Cup second 
leg Wednesday. 

Napoli need only to draw at 
home to Lazio next Sunday to 
clinch the league title after a fine 
4-2 victory inspired by captain 
Diego Maradona at Bologna. 

Dutch champions PSV Ein- 
dhoven also allowed rivals Ajax 
Amsterdam a dearer run to the 
- title, crashing 4-1 at Fortuna Sit- 
tard. 

“The dub is finished.... we 
gave away the championship and 
we have only ourselves to 
blame,” manager Kees Ploegsma 
told reporters after the match. 


PSV, who have won the cham- 
pionship for the past four sea- 
sons, are level with Ajax on 
points, but the Amsterdam club, 
who drew at the weekend, have a 
game in hand with two weeks of 
the season to go. 

- PSV still have a chance of 
winning the Dutch Cup when the 
dub meets Vitesse in Wednes- 
day's final. 

In Spain, Real Madrid, who 
have already secured the title, 
broke the Spanish goal scoring 
record by notching up 97 goals 
this season — one more than 
Barcelona's tally in 1958-59. 

Welsh manager John Toshack 
said that with three games still to 
play he hoped his side would 
score 100. 

Top scorer Hugo Sanchez 
knocked in twogoals in Real's 3-3 
draw with Logrones to make his 
total Europe's best at 35. 

The Mexican said bis ambition 
was to beat Telxno Zaira's Span- 
ish scoring record of 36 for Athle- 
tic Bilbao in 1950-51. 

In France, all-conquering 
Marseille have gone through their _ 
worst week since the start of the ' 
season. 


The French champions, knock- 
ed out of the European Cup by 
Benfica Wednesday, had to hand 
league leadership back to Bor- 
deaux on Saturday when they lost 
2-1 at Paris St. Germain. 

But, with four rounds to go in 
the French league Marseille have 
a game in hand and hope to 
reverse their fortunes on 
Wednesday when they travel to 
St. Etienne for a postponed 
match. 

Also with four rounds to play. 
Bayern Munich look to be cruis- 
ing to the Bundesliga title after 
stretching their lead at the top to 
five points despite a goalless draw 
with Fomina Duesseldorf. 

With the title race virtually 
over, attention has switched to 
the relegation battle which un- 
usually includes Hamburg, a 
power in Europe at the start of 
the 1980s. The northerners have 
never been out of the Bundesliga. 

Hamburg greatly improved 
their position with a 3-0 win over 
Borossia Moenchengladbach. 
But they are still one of four clubs 
on 25 points above bottom-placed 
Homburg, who are doomed to 
second division soccer next 
season. 


Seles beats 
Maleeva 

LARGO, Florida (R) — Monica 
Seles of Yugoslavia won her 
Third successive tournament with 
an emphatic 6-1, 6-0 rout of 
Bulgarian Katerina Maleeva Sun- 
day in the final of the $225,000 
Largo Open women's tennis 
tournament. 

Seles, ranked third in the 
world, capped off a week of 
dominating performances with 
her win over the fourth-seeded 
Maleeva. The 16- year-old Seles 
lost only 10 games in her five 
maichces here and needed only 
54 minutes to settle the final. 

“I wasn't missing many balls,” 
said Seles, who extended her 
winning streak to 15 straight 
matches. “I know Katerina is a 
good day court player and I was 
prepared to stay out there a long 
time. I just, didn't make any 
mistakes.” 

Seles will take her winning 
streak to Rome for next month's 
Italian Open, where she will be 
up against the Hkes of Steffi Graf, 
Martina Navratilova. and exdtjng 
newcomer Jennifer Capriati. 

Maleeva, the fourth seed, said 
the top-seeded Seles lifted her 
game in Sunday’s final. 

“The way she played today was 
not like she played in previous 
matches,” said Maleeva, who 
beat French Open champion 
Arantxa Sanchez of Spain in the 
semifinals. “That happens quite 
often, a player raises her game. 1 ' 

Seles hit 30 winners to just nine 
for Maleeva, while the Bulgarian 
had twice as many errors. 


Laager wins Madrid Open 


MADRID, Spain (AP) — Ber- 
nhard Langer of West Germany 
shot a 5-under-par 67 Sunday to 
win the Madrid Open despite a 
course-record 61 by Brett Ogle of 
Australia. 

Laager’s total of 18-under-par 
271 gave him a one-stroke victory 
over Australia's Rodger Davis. 

Davis knocked in a 60-foot putt 
for ,an eagle on the par-5, 
15th hole en route to a 66. 

Ogle finished thrid at 2'/ 2, 
while Sweden's Magnus Sunes- 
son, the third-round co-leader 
with Langer, slipped to a 70 and a 
273 total for fourth place, his best 
finish as a professional. 

Langer’s brilliant iron play 
earned Mm four birdies in the 
first eight holes. But he missed a 
5-foot putt on the ninth for a 
bogey and fell into a tie with 
playing partner Sunesson, out in 
33 like Langer, and Ogle, whose 
remarkable final score had just 
been posted on the leader board 
at the ninth bole. 

Davis, who was out in 32 and 
playing directly in front of Lan- 
ger, was only one shot back. 

Langer Tnrdied the 11th and 
15th Miles and needed both of 
them, as the eagle by Davis on 
the 15th had put him into a share 
of foe lead before the West Ger- 
man star got to the 15th. 

On the 18th, Langer’s drive 
landed off the fairway in the right 
rough in front of several trees. 
Langer asked for “line-of-sight” 
relief because a television tower 
was blocking his path to the 
green. 

Langer was given a free drop 


that enabled him to get off his 
second shot with a full swing. 
Had he not been given the free 
drop, Langer said his backswing 
would have been impeded by a 
tree. 

Langer collected the winner’s 
. check of S75,600 from the total 
purse of $454,000. It was his 21st 
European tour victory. 

Ogle, who scored his first 
European tour victory three 
weeks ago in France, collected 
nine birdies and an eagle in shat- 
tering the record of 63 for the 
6,981-yard, par-72 Pnerta De 
Hierro golf dub course. The re- 
cord was set in 1980 by Seve 
Ballesteros of Spain, who failed 
to make the halfway cut this year. 

Ogle ran off five birdies over 
the first eight holes in carding a 
31 for the front nine. After that, 
he had birdies on the 11th and 
18th holes before his eagle on the 
15th, where he Mt a seven-iron to 
within five feet. 

He knocked in a 15-foot putt 
on the par-3, 17th, then hit a 
seven-iron to within 15 feet on 
the par-5, 605-yard 18th and got 
down in two. 

The score also equalled the 
European tour record for 11- 
undcr-par for a par-72 course set 
by Roger Chapman of England in 
1986 and matched by Jose Maria 
Canizares of Spain in 1987, both 
at the high-altitude crans-sur-sier- 
re course in Switzerland. 

“It’s a pity that you can't play 
golf like this every day," Ogle 
said with a smile. 


Australian 
wins GGO 


GREENSBORO, North Caroli- 
na (AP) — Australia’s Steve 
Elklngton won the Greater 
Greensboro Open (GGO) Sun- 
day, shooting at sizzling 31 on the 
back nine for a 6-under-par 66 
and his first championship victory 
in three years. 

Elkington rallied from seven 
shots behind Mike Reid, the 
third-round leader who couldn't 
muster a strong enough chal- 
lenge. 

■ “A long way back in the 
tournament, I was 4-over-par on 
my first nine holes and I made a 
long way back from there," lie 
said. 


'Hwany villas and> 

APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh. 
Abdoun and many other loca- 
tions. 

For more information 
please call 
Abdoun Real Estate 
PREVIOUSLY 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 810609. 810605 


SUPER DELUXE APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Abdoun area. 330 sqm area, brand new furniture, 
swimming pool, garage. 

Call 825566 after 5:00 p.m. 
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PRESENTS 



to all our members 

I The latest 25 films shown now in the USA & Europe 
Available for hire or sale on VHS & BTX. 



2 copious meals: Adults JD U, ctalkfran JD 4X5 full 
Open Buffet at ALIA HOTEL. 

Enjoy Amman by rail, ■ rids on ttw early Century Train 
wfH tsks you to JIZA through the Breen country aide of 
Uw capital Musical *nd EnterUtnrtwnL Refreshments. 


1- Driving Miss Daisy 

2- She Devil 

3- Heart Condition 

4- Lambada 

5- Everybody Wins 

6- Let it Ride 

7- Old Man & Sea 
(Anthony Quinn) 

8- Christmas Vacation 

9- Dark Angel 

10- Old Gringo 


11- War of the Roses 

12- Little Mermaid 
(Walt Disney) 

13- Shirley Valentine 

14- in Country 

15- We're No Angels 

16- Steel Magnolias 

17- Worth Winning 

18- Crimes & Misdemeanors 

19- Glory 


20- Limit Up 

21- Phantom of the Opera 

22- Image 

23- Animal Behavior 

24- Oliver & Company 

25- Beyond the Stars. 

Our library consists of over 5600 titles including 
a huge selection of children tapes available for hire 
or sale. 

Superb quality & latest movies are our speciality. 
Please join: 

Grindlays Centre 
Shmeisani • Td. 669855 
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attack police in 
ithmandu; 10 killed 


KATHMANDU, Nepal (AP) — 
Mobs attacked police throughout 
the city Monday, accusing them 
of f ailin g to provide law and 
order since democratic reforms 
were instituted two weeks ago. 
At least 10 people were killed in 
the dashes. 

Six policemen were beaten to 
death and four civilians were kil- 
led when police opened fire at 
several places in the city, witnes- 
ses and doctors said. At least 72 
people were hospitalised with in- 
juries. 

It was the worst violence since 
police opened fire on pro-demo- 
cracy demonstrators on April 6. 
Witnesses said scores were killed 
in that clash two weeks ago, bur 
the government reported 10 peo- 
ple had died nationwide. 

The April 6 clash prompted 
King Birendra to lift a ban on 
opposition parties, one of the key 
demands of a burgeoning pro- 
democracy movement. Last 
week, the pro-democracy move- 
ment culminated in the dissolu- 
tion of the country's non-party 
parliament A new opposition-led 
coalition government was formed 
and multiparty elections are 
planned. 

But the capital was rent by new 
dashes Monday between police 
and protesters. The trouble 
started when several hundred 
men marched toward the royal 
palace, with a pushcart carrying 
three unconscious and bloody 
men. 

The crowd beat the three men, 
claiming the men were police 
officers who belonged to an out- 
lawed right-wing gang once allied 
with the monarchy. 

Two of the men died and were 
identified as policemen after their 
bodies were brought to Bir Hos- 
pital. where the third man was in 
serious condition. His identity 
was not immediately known. 

The mobs said the three men 
were members of Mandale, a 
group of that once supported the 


monarchy and used to dash with 
student opposition groups. Man- 
dale went underground after 
Birendra banned 'it in 1979 be- 
cause of its reputed penchant for 
violence. 

Since the country’s democratic 
reforms began two weeks ago, 
residents have blamed Mandale 
for an outbreak of looting, mug- 
ging and arson. 

Some members of tire crowd 
marching on the palace Monday 
chanted, “Birendra, thief, leave 
the country.” 

The procession was halted by 
police, who seized die three un- 
conscious men from the crowd. 

Police opened fire around the 
procession in central Kathmandu 
and at several other points in the 
city. Four civilians who died of 
bullet wounds were brought to 
Bir Hospital, but there was no 
word on whether they were part 
of the procession or were shot in 
other locations. 

Four policemen were beaten to 
death by a mob that attacked a 
police station in western Kath- 
mandu's Teku neighbourhood, 
according to a reporter who wit- 
nessed the killings and spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

He said police at Teku initially 
fired tear gas, then gunshots in 
the air and finally fired bullets 
toward the crowd. It was not 
known if there were any casual- 
ties among the crowd at Teku. 

Crowds were seen attacking at 
least six other police stations. 
One government building was set 
afire, and a group of young men 
seized a fire engine and drove 
jubilantly around Bir Hospital 
flashing “V” signs for victory. 

Of the 72 people injured, 24 
had bullet wounds, according to 
doctors at Bir Hospital and 
Teaching Hospital. One doctor 
said 14 otheis were suffering from 
stab wounds inflicted by the mob, 
who accused them of belonging to 
Mandale. 

The rest had been beaten or 



King Birendra 

injured in the stampede as crowds 
dispersed, the doctors said, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity. 

Police imposed a curfew in 
Kathmandu. By late Monday 
afternoon, the dty was tense but 
violence was subsiding. 

Earlier Monday, irate residents 
beat 12 suspected Mandale mem- 
bers and then set fire to four 
police jeeps, accusing the police 
force of failing to protect than, a 
cabinet minister said. 

When die minister. Yog Prasad 
Upadhyay, and Nepal’s top 
police official. Hem Bahadur 
Singh, went to scene of the beat- 
ings, they were surrounded and 
detained by hundreds of people. 
Hie crowd forced the officials to 
address a public meeting and 
later pounded their jeep. 

Upadhyay promised to investi- 
gate the Mandale, whose name 
means “group” in the Nepali 
language. Its memebers are cal- 
led Mandates 

The mob which surrounded 
Upadhyay and the police chief 
accused the police force of har- 
bouring Mandale s up porter s . 


Chinese 
premier in 
Moscow 

MOSCOW (AP) — Chinese Pre- 
mier Li Peng arrived in Moscow 
Monday on the first visit in 26 
years by a Chinese head of gov- 
ernment to the Soviet Union, 
China’s longtime rival for lead- 
ership of the Communist world. 

U was met at the airport by 
Premier Nikolai Ryzhkov and 
Foreign Minister Eduard She- 
vardnadze. 

The four-day trip is intended to 
promote normal, friendly rela- 
tions and an easing of border 
tensions at a time when both 
countries are confronted with se- 
rious internal problems. 

“Li’s visit to the USSR under- 
scores the importance of con- 
tinuing the Sino-Soviet dialogue 
at the summit level, which began 
a year ago and signalled the 
normalisation of relations be- 
tween rhe two coon tries,” Soviet 
News Agency TASS said. 

The 61-year-old premier was 
expected to hold at least two 
rounds of talks with President 
Mikhail Gorbachev, who last 
May went to China in the first 
visit by a Soviet leader in three 
decades. 

“I will be exchanging views 
with President Gorbachev, Chair- 
man Ryzhkov and other com- 
rades from the Soviet leadership 
on matters concerning bilateral 
relations and on major interna- 
tional issues of common con- 
cern.” Li said at the airport. 

The two sides are expected to 
sign an agreement on fostering 
bilateral trade and will lay down 
guiding principles on easing milit- 
ary confrontation along their 
7,000-kilometre frontier. 

TASS said both the Soviet Un- 
ion and China have shown readi- 
ness to reduce troops deployed in 
the area of the Soviet-Chinese 
border and have agreed to a 
treaty on the reductions. 

There are 300,000 Soviet and 
more than 1 million Chinese 
troops along the border. 

Other subjects likely to be on 
the agenda for this summit are 
the war in Cambodia, where 
Moscow and Peking support 
opposing sides, and the situation 
in East Europe. 

Li and Gorbachev may also 
discuss ethnic unrest, particularly 
among Muslim minority groups 
living on both sides of the Sino- 
Soviet border in Central Asia. 
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Cambodian rebels retake 
3 government positions 


ARANYAPRATHET, Thailand 
(Agencies) — Cambodian guer- 
rillas said they overran three im- 
portant government positions 
Monday in an attempt to retake 
Svay Chek, a strategic northwest- 
ern town reduced to charred nib- 
ble by fighting in recent months. 

A force of some 2,000 guerril- 
las began attacking Svay Chek 
Sunday morning, said Ok Serei 
Sopheak, spokesman for the 
Khmer People's National Libera- 
tion Front (KFNLF), one of two 
non-Com muni st factions in the 
three-party guerrilla alliance 
fighting the Phnom Penh govern- 
ment. 

Western and guerrilla sources 
also have reported heavy fighting 
recently in three other provinces 
where the Communist Khmer 
Rouge guerrillas are operating. 
However, no details of the battles 
in the provinces of Monkol Borei, 
Kompong Thom and Kompong 
Speu were available. Kompong 
Thom is in central Cambodia and 
Kompong Speu to the west of 
Phnom Penh. 

Ok Serei Sopheak said the 
KPNLF guerrillas Monday morn- 
ing overran the villages of Trees," 


Tas Moan and Don Pok, to the 
north of Svay Chek. They also 
had seized five other gove r n m ent 
positions around Svay Chek, be 
said. 

He also claimed the guerrillas 
had carried out a commando raid 
inside the provincial capital of 
Sisopbon. a strategic cro ssro ads 
sane 50 kilometres east of the 
Thai border town of Aranyap- 
rathet. 

In their first-ever attack on the 
town, the guerrillas succeeded in 
destroying a foci depot. Ok Serei 
Sopheak said. 

The 38 guerrilla commandos 
were guided into Sisopbon by 
government defectors, he said. 

The guerrillas say if they can 
retake Svay Chek they win have 
recovered all the territory they 
lost in a gover nm ent counterof- 
fensive that began in February. 

Some 15,000 people lived in 
Svay Chek before it became the 
focus of heavy fighting. The town 
was burned to the ground after 
guerrillas attempted to retake It 
in early March. Guerrillas and 
Western sources say no buildings 
remain standing there. 


Communist reformer wins 
free elections in Slovenia 


ZAGREB, Yugoslavia (AP) — 
Communist reformer Milan 
Kucan scored a resounding vic- 
tory in Slovenia's runoff pres- 
idential election as Yugoslavia 
held its first free, multiparty elec- 
tions in half a century, according 
to the latest results Monday. 

Almost four million voters in 
the northern republics of 
Slovenia and Croatia took part in 
Sunday's poQs, considered crucial 
for the future of Yugoslavia's 
fragile. Communist-ruled federa- 
tion. 

In Slovenia, with almost all of 
the 1.1 million votes counted, 
Kucan comfortably led with 58.39 
per cent. His opponent Joze Puc- 
oik, head of the centre-right five- 
party Demos Coalition trailed 
with 41.6 per cent of the votes. 

In neighbouring Croatia, the 
reformed Communist Party — 
now named the Party for Demo- 
cratic Change — was reported 
running neck- and- neck with the 
centre-right Croatian Democratic 
Union. 

With less than a fifth of the 
votes in 81 constituencies 
counted, the union was leading in 
39, and the Communists in 36. ■ 

The middle-of-the-road Coali- 
tion of National Accord was 
ahead in only six constituencies, 
according to preliminary figures 
released by the stale electoral 
commission. 

Some 80 per cent of Croatia's 
3.5 million eligible voters had cast 
their ballots Sunday’s for the 116- 
seat Chamber of Counties and 
the 80-seat Socio-Political 


Chamber. 

An additional vote was to take 
place in Croatia Monday for 160 
seats in the Labour Chamber of 
the 356-seat state legislature. 

Scheduled in two weeks is a 
second round of elections in con- 
stituencies in which no candidate 
won an outright majority during 
the first ballot. 

Some 2,000 sup p o rters of the 
Croatian Democratic Union 
gathered overnight in the Zagreb 
electroal district of Dubrava, the 
home of party leader Franjo 
Tudjman, to celebrate “the vic- 
tory of the Croatian people.” 

“I am convinced we will win an 
absolute majority and that the 
union mil form Croatia’s first 
non-Communist administration" 
after the second round of elec- 
tions, Tudjman said. 

Demos and the Croatian 
Democratic Union are accused in 
the Communist-ruled state of 
Serbia of being extreme national- 
ists and of planning to secede 
from the rest of the country. 

Tadjman, a former Yugoslav 
army general who spent a total of 
five years in jail for “counterre- 
volutionary activities,” denies 
this, saying his party favours a 
system in which all six republics 
would have “full sovereign 
rights.” 

But observers generally agree 
that the traditional rivalry be- 
tween Croatia and Serbia will 
almost certainly be exacerbated if 
Tudi man’s party wins a majority 
in the Croatian gpifiament. 


Millions rally to show concern for planet 


SAN FRANCISCO (R) — Tens 
of m BB im of ra i led 

around the globe for Earth Day 
1996 hi a massive outcry to 
defend the threatened plan 

What began as aa exercise in 
awarenes s on U3. 
wimty campuses far 1970 
tamed on Its 28th a whe an y 
Sunday into a worldwide dis- 
play of concern over the future 
of mother n atu re. 

In dries from Tokyo to New 
York to San Frauds**, tens of 
thousands gathered to parks to 
listen to mute and speeche s . 
Organisers in Boston had ex- 
pected only 56,060 people for i 


on the banks of the Charles 
River, bat more than 100,080 
sh owed up. 

Politicians, ecologists and 
BoBywood stars joined a huge 
nmy n waanrngton aonca » 
sparking a new decade of en- 
vironmental activism. PoHce 
said some 125,006 people jam- 
med a mafi between the Capital 
and the Wa shingto n 


things. We 


“Yon* 


Turn Cruise, who opened the 
event, told the crowd. 

Smaller gatherings were held 
hi thousands of enmraitfes 
monad the wo rld. 

In the ancient Indanenatt 
dty of Jogjakarta, environmen- 
fatoi gathered to read poetry 
and phat trees. Hun d re d s of 

ylmftlfH Ur wi pi— tui roSCS 

and jaawtoe at a park m Mu- 
— ^ and Jap a nese di ver s 
puled garbage from the ocean. 

Organisers e s t i mated that at 
least 160 uriBlow people hi 140 
count ries participated in some 
way in Earth Day events. 

“The purpose of flie day was 
to launch a decade of the en- 
vironment, to t— i the 
port of erhttng 
and gen e ra t e a new _ 

of young activists,” said T« 
McGtarium, international coor- 
dinator for Earth Day 1990. 

“I think it went ranch, ranch 
beyond what any of ns ever 
madd have expected, espedaRy 
mternatfonaly. It just had a 
snowbal effect and watt far 
beyond what we 

she said. 


op more than a year off interna- 
tional organising from a 
st orefront office in Palo Atto, 
Caffiormo. 

In New York, more than 
10,606 environmentally con- 
scions New Yorkers jammed 
Times Sqnare to listen to 
speeches and dance to in- 
strumental new age mask. At 
least 506,000 attended a con- 
cert in Central Part 

VS. President George Bah, 
on a fishing vacation in Florida, 
said at a ceremony timed to 

coincide wfth Earth Day that be 
would push for protection of 
coral reeft dong the state’s 


pr es e r ve Brazfl’s Amazon rain 
forest against clearing and 


More toon 96 envirounaatal 


Earth Day festival, on Tokyo's 
V mm— nnhfana, or “dm® fe- 


The entrance fee was 10 used 
— per person. 

la Brazfl’s south ern dty of 
Curitiba, ecologists marked a 
minute of sBence to memory of 
r u bb er tapper Chico Meades, 
who was m urdere d in Decem- 
ber 1988. Meades had fought to 


“BraziPs Amazon f» the bat 
peat tropical reserve to the 
world” said BrariBaa ecnlo- 
0* Orlando Vatverde in Rfo de 
jwriro. “Here in Rio we must 
lead the fight to preserve the 
Amazon. To destroy it would 
bring devastating consequen c es 

to toe world.” 

In the Amazon state of Pma, 
120 species of trees were 
planted. 

Hong residents para- 

ded through the .concrete- 
bound colony to a carnival in 
Kowloon Park, a grassy knoll 
until autho riti e s tost year co- 
vered most of its with cement . 

The one disappointment of 
the day was the feihxre of U.S., 
Soviet and Chinese climbers to 
reach the top of Murat Everest. 
Mountaineers representing 
each of the three nations had 
to re ach the summit 
shnattaneously to a gest ur e of 
peace ad to emphasise the 
need to dean up the environ- 


Pope 

returns from 
Czechoslovakia 

ROME (AP) — Pope John Paul 
II, returning from a historic trip 
to Czechoslovakia, said Sunday 
night the Roman Catholic Church 
wants to help shape the new 
Europe. 

“The church has something to 
say and someth n g to give,” as 
former Communist countries 
move toward dem o cr a cy. Pope 
John Paul said. 

While in Czechoslovakia, the 
Pope asnnounced plans for an 
unprecedented European-wide 
meeting of bishops to discuss 
spreading the church’s message 
across the continent. 

Europe has about 1,000 of the 
world's 3,000 bishops. The synod 
apparently will map strategy to 
meet the Pope’s vision of a 
Europe united on the basis of its 
Christian roots, rejecting the 
Communist concepts that pre- 
vailed in the East as well as the 
materialism of the West. 

A Vatican spokesman also dis- 
closed that the Pope would visit 
Cuba in December. 

The pontiff’s plane landed in 
Rome at about 11:05 p.m. (2105 
GMT), ending his first trip to 
Eastern Europe since the demo- 
cratic revolutions in Poland, 
Hungary, Czechoslovakia. East 
Germany, Romania and Bul- 
garia. 

As he was flying home, the 
Pope said his two-day trip was 
“very necessary at this moment.” 

“We hope it can open new 
doors to relations between the 
East and West and toward Euro- 
pean unification,” he said. 

The pontiff ended his whirl- 
wind two-day visit to Czechoslo- 
vakia in the evening, flying 
directly from the Slovak capital of 
Bratislava to Rome. Prime Minis- 
ter Marian Caffa, who saw him 
off, said the visit had “streng- 
thened the feeling of togetherness 
in afl of us.” 

At an outdoor mass attended 
by several hundred thousand peo- 
ple shortly before his departure, 
the Pope lauded the perseverance 
of Roman Catholics and gave 
special thanks to Czechoslova- 
kia’s youth, who sparked the 
peaceful November revolution. 

“I am thinking of the young 
people, who others tried to lead 
astray, but who did not lose their 
thirst for truth, justice and love, 
and who, in the tight of such 
values, became the agents of re- 
cent changes,” he added. 


U.N. reports sharp rise in 
Indo-Pakistan border violations 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — 
The United Nations reported a 
sharp rise in the number of bor- 
der violations between India and 
Pakistan, embroiled in a dispute 
over Kashmir, in the first quarter 
of 1990. 

The commander of the U.N. 
Military Observer Group in India 
and Pakistan , Brigadier-General 
Jerry Enright, said in an inter- 
view Sunday his group bad re- 
corded 191 Indian border viola- 
tions from January to March, 
compared with 44 in the same 
period in 1989. 

New Delhi does not allow the 
United Nations to investigate 
Pakis tani violations on its sick of 
the border, but diplomats 
assumed the trend was die same. 

Enright said seven people had 
been tolled on the Pakistani side 
of the border in the first quarter, 
compared with 13 killed and 58 


wounded for all of 1989. 

He said the violations were 
mostly small-arms fire by either 
army from across the border. 

The military observer group 
was set up in 1949 to supervise a 
ceasefire between India and 
Pakistan in the state of Jammu 
and Kashmir. It has 40 men at 
nine stations spread across a 
1,400-kilometre control line 
separating India and Pakistan. In 
places, opposing armies are only 
200 metres apart. 

Enright said that because In- 
dia had an overwhelming advan- 
tage in manpower and weapons, 
Pakistan was unlikely to start 
major hostilities first. The two 
countries have fought three wars 
since their independence in 1947, 
two of them over Kashmir. 

India controls two-thirds of 
Kashmir and rejects a demand by 


Pakistan, which controls the re- 
maining one-third, for a plebis- 
cite on the future of the state, 
which has a population of 10 
• milli on and a land area larger 
than Belgium, the Netherlands, 
Denmark, Austria ami Albania 
combined. 

“Military logic dictates that 
yon should have at least atwo-to- 
one advantage before you go on 
the offensive. It would be foolish 
for Pakistan to start anything,” 
Enrigjxt said. 

Pakistani officials are worried 
that India, frustrated by its inabil- 
ity to suppress the latest uprising 
in Kashmir, may decide to go to 
war to settle the problem for 
good. 

Despite talk of war, Enright 
said he (fid not think it would 
happen. He also did not believe 
the uprising in Kashmir against 
Indian rule would die down. 


Germanys getting to know each other, 
but do not always like what they see 


MUEHLHAUSEN, East Ger- 
many (AP) — Local housewives 
silently curse pushy West Ger- 
mans who grab all the seats at the 
beauty parlour. 

And the natives are tired of 
seeig carloads of state-subsidised 
goods — from Schnapps to sledge 
hammers — beading permanently 
West. 

The two Germanys are finally 
getting to know one other after a 
four-decade separation, but they 
don’t always like what they see. 

I'd say 80 per cent of them 
(West Germans) are feally good 
people. But then there’s that 
other 20 per cent," said Uwe 
Fritsch, who runs an electronics 
store in this drab East German 
border dty about 300 kilometres 
west of Berlin. 

Wandering aronnd Mueb- 
lhansen or towns on the other 
side of the hpty frontier, you’d 
have a hard time finding anyone 
who thinks the opening of the 
border was anything short of the 
most important event in post-war 
German history. 

East Germans have their free- 
dom and good chances for f ut u re 
prosperity, and West Germans 
will likely be increasing their own 
wealth and international dost af- 
ter German mtificaticm. 

Close friendships have sprung 
up on both sides of the border. 


and in some ways the frontier has 
ceased to exist. 

But, as in a marriage, it hasn’t 
taken long for the Germans to 
discover that people on both sides 
of the border are only human. 

Some East Germans see West- 
ern visitors as brash, rude charac- 
ters who tike to show off their 
wealth, while viewii® themselves 
as humbler Germans who haven’t 
been consumed by greed. 

In West Germany, one popular 
view of die East Germans is that 
they are backward, lazy, and 
lacking in refinement. 

A shoplifting boom in West 
German border towns has also 
dampened some of the unifica- 
tion, euphoria. 

The Hamburg-based , Stern 
magazine said “all along the 
border from Schleswig-Holstein 
to Bavaria, department store and 
.supermarket managers are un- 
able to rescue themselves from 
long fingers from the East.” 

But the disillusionment is 
usually felt most intensely on the 
Eastern side of the frontier. 

Young West German men 
often bead East on the prowl for 
young women easfly impressed by 
fast cars, motorcycles and Deuts- 
che marks. This is a source of 
aggravation to East German 
men. 

Many others come because of 


the generally low cost of state- 
subsidised goods and services. 

For example, prices at a reput- 
able restaurant in East Germany 
might be one-third die cost of a 
good restaurant meal in the West 

Another bit of icing on the East 
German cake is the official ex- 
change rate for tourists — three 
East marks for every West Ger- 
man mark. The rate is even better 
on the black market — six East 
marks for a single West German 
mark. 

Consequently, West Germans 
have been mobbing border towns 
like Muehlhansen, buying up all 
kinds of bargain-priced goods — 
from worst to tire irons. 

“It’s not fair when yon have to 
wait in a long tine and then find 
out everything you wanted is 
gone,” said Barbara Weber, Uwe 
Fritsch’s sister, who works with 
him at the electronic goods shop. 

On one recent day, a West 
German family loaded up then- 
mobile home with armloads of 
meat and tracked it back borne, 
presumably for freezing. 

What really irks many Meuh- 
Ihansen housewives, said Ros- 
witha Vogler, who works at the 
local butcher shop, is stiff com- 
petition for seats at the beauty 
parlour. 

“On Saturdays there isn't a 
angle place left,” she said. 


Romanian protesters call on Iliescu to quit 


BUCHAREST (Agencies) — 
Hundreds of protesters barri- 
caded themselves in downtown 
Bucharest Sunday night and cal- 
led for die resignation of interim 
president Ion Iliescu. 

The protesters, taking shelter 
behind wooden advertising 
panels, refused to leave the Cen- 
tral University Square unless 
their demands were met. Several 
hundred police, including 120 riot 
troops equipped with plastic 
shields ana batons, ringed the 
demonstrators but did not inter- 
vene. 

The protest, which continued 
.after midnight (2100 GMT), cul- 
minated a day of demonstrations 
by tens of thousands of people 
across the country. Rallies have 
become an almost daily occurr- 
ence as Romania beads its May 
20 elections, the first free multi- 
party balloting in more than 50 
years. 

At least 70 political parties are 
expected to take part in the elec- 
tions. 

In the city of Oradea, repre- 
sentatives of Romania’s 2.1 mil- 
lion ethnic Hungarians met to fry 
to derise a unified platform fair 
the elections. 

The first congress of the Demo- 


cratic Federation of Romanian 
Hungarians adopted a series of 
positions on minority rights, vow- 
ing to defend “those who have 
been threatened and endangered 
for their advocating such causes, 
be they a member of any minority 
or Romanian." 

The congress has left the 
nomination of can d i d ates to its 
local chapters and decided not to 
field a presidential candidate. 
Much of its session was taken up 
with heated debate over relations 
with the National Salvation 
Front, the most powerful faction 
in the interim National Unity 
Council that is ruling Romania 
until the elections. 

A radical wing of the congress, 
made up mainly of young dele- 
gates, alleged that some federa- 
tion leaders had dose ties to 
Salvation Front leaders who were 
members of the Communist Party 
under former dictator Nkolae 
Ceausescu, 

■ Speaker after speaker said 
there was no place in the federa- 
tion’s leadership for "reform 
Communists.” 

The congress set up a commit- 
tee charged with contortin g every 
Romanian political party and 
organisation to assess their posi- 


tions before dedding whose pres- 
idential candidate to bade. 

The federation’s chairman, 
Geza Domokos, said its electoral 
programme would deal “not only 
with the problems of the Hunga- 
rian minority but with those of 
the nation as a whole.” 

In Bucharest, the protesters 
wrote slogans in white chalk on 
the pavement, accusing the 
National Salvation Front of har- 
bouring former Communists. 

“Our unity here is a guarantee 
to save Romania from the biggest 
danger which is represented by 
the front," Nicolae Popescu. a 
student who belongs to the party- 
less movement, the organiser of 
die rally, tokf the Associated 
Press. 

’The front represents the same 
danger which the Communist 
Party, assisted by the Red Army, 
represented after the war when 
Commuists grabbed power,” he 
said. 

The protesters who blocked the 
university square were part of a 
5,000-strong rally which earlier ' 
in the day marched to Romania’s 
state television station and called 
for it to become independent 
from the government. 


Iliescu, 60, a former Commun- 
ist Party secretary who ran afoul 
of Ceausescu and was demoted to 
lesser jobs, is the front’s candi- 
date for president of Romania in 

the upcoming elections. 

- The front, which rlaimg some 
800,000 members, is widely seen 
as die main contender, drawing 
support mainly from industrial 
workers and former Communist 
Party members. 

A major opposition figugre 
said Sunday that fugitive mem- 
bers of Romania’s secret police 
were making death threats 
against voters ahead of free elec- 
tions. 

Peasant Party leader Comeliu 
Coposu said voters in rural parts 
were being intimidated by former 
members of the Securitate secret 
police force which kept Ceauses- 
cu in power. 

Meanwhile, Ion Ratiu, a weal- 
thy industrialist who returned 
from 50 years in tbcexSe to a bid 
for power on behalf of the 
Peasant Party, became the third, 
official presi d en t ial candidate. 

Iliescu and National Liberal 
Party leader Radu Campeanu 
had already secured the 100,000 
signatures of support required to 
register as an official candidate. 



Model declares 
ove for Trump 

NEW YORK (AP) — Mode! 
Marla Maples has declared her 
love for Donald Trump on 
national television, bat declined 
to characterise her relationship 
with die developer whose billions 
are in the righ ts of his estranged 
wife. Maples, said to be the 
“otter woman” in the much- 
dfecussed divorce case of Donald 
and Ivana Tramp, spoke during a 
recent interview. She would not 
say how die met Tramp, nor 
would she comment on a re- 
ported confrontation she had 
with Mrs. Trump in Aspen, Col- 
orado, where the Trumps vaca- 
tioned last year. "Only the two of 
them know what really went 
wrong with their marriage. But 
I'm not the reason for that mar- 
riage having problems,” she said. 

Nicholson 
announces 
birth of daughter 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Jack 
Nicholson and actress Rebecca 
Broas&ard have announced the 
birth of a girl. Lorraine Brous- 
sard Nicholson was born at 
Cedars- Sinai Medical Centre, 
said publicist Paul Wasserman. 
Miss Broussard plays a secretary 
to Nicholson’s detective in hh 
movie The Two Jakes. Hie cou- 
ple met on the set of die China- 
town squel, due for release in 
August. Nicholson, who won 
Oscars for pe r formances in One 
Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest and 
Terms of Endearment, most re- 
cently played the Joker in 
Batman. 


Brain-dead infant 
gives life to sister 

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — 
Timothy and Paula Wbisman 
thought then hands would be full 
with two demanding infants by 
now. Instead, their arms are 
aching to hold one newborn 
daugh ter, who clings to life be- 
cause of her twin brother’s heart. 
Alison Page Whisman was born 
on April 10 with a fatal heart 
condition. Her toother, Tyler, 
was born brain dead minutes la- 
ter. Doctors saved the grcTs life 
by giving her Tyler’s heart in 
what they believe is the first heart 
transplant between infant twins. 


Liz Taylor in 
stable condition 

SANTA MONICA. California 
! (AP) — Actress Elizabeth Taylor 
remains hospitalised in stable 
condition with pneumonia, her 
publicist says. Miss Taylor, 58. 
who was admitted on April 9 with 
a sinus infection to Daniel Free- 
man Marina Hospital, was trans- 
ferred to St. John’s Hospital and 
Health Centre because of a per- 
sistent fever and pneumonia. In- 
quiries to the hospital were refer- 
red to Chen Sam's public rela- 
tions firm in New York City, 
where Taylor spokeswoman T.iyi 
Del Favaro said: “She's stable. 
She’s OK. We have nothing 
else.” The actress had a nearly 
fatal bout of pneumonia in 1961, 
the year she won an Oscar for 
Butterfield 8. 

African queen . - 
sculpture sells for 
record $3.41 m 

NEW YORK (AP) — A 19th 
century African sculpture of a 
Bangwa queen fetched $3.41 mil- 
lion, a record for a piece of tribal 
art sold at auction, Sotheby's 
announced. The 82.5-ceotimetre 
wooden figure of a regal, stand- 
ing woman was bought by an 
anonymous private collector, sard 
Laura Stewart, a spokeswoman 
for the auction house. The 
“Bangwa memorial figure of a 
royal titled wife” was sold at an 
auction of the African art collec- 
tion of Hany A. FraukKn, a Los 
Angeles dealer. A German ex- 
plorer, Gustav Conran, acquired 
the carving between 1897 and 
1898 while travelling in one of the 
Bangwa kingdoms in what is now 
Cameroon, in West Africa. The 
figure represents a woman as 
Pnestess of die Earth colt and ■ 
mother of twins. She is shown 
tianraig and staging the song xi 
me Earth as she would at the 
mneral celebration for a deceased 
HThe Bangw queen was i 
highlight of the first show of 
a** at the Museum of 
.^em Art in 1935. SnfreaH* 
atet Man Ray photographed it 
with a nude model in the 1930s. 

. previous auction record for a 
gece of tribal art was $2 mflEan 

^ head that ww. 
sow last year at Christie’s in Lou- 
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